
CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL 

Report to Place Committee 

 Date of Meeting: 20 May 2021 

Subject: Connected Clackmannanshire  

Report by: Strategic Director (Place) 

1.0 PURPOSE 

1.1. This report updates Members on the development of the Strategic 
Transportation Strategy ‘Connected Clackmannanshire’ and outlines progress 
on related CRD Active Travel activities.   

1.2. The Council is leading on world class transformational projects that aim to 
connect our settlements, increase our connectivity to our neighbouring 
Authorities by promotion of Active Travel via cycling, walking and use of public 
transport.   

1.3. This paper highlights the following key areas of work : 

 Update on the development of the Connected Clackmannanshire Strategy 
and City Regions Deal (CRD) Active Travel bid. 

 Development of a Mountain Bike Trail Masterplan & Pump Tracks Bid  

 Outline collaboration, key risks & conclusions. 

2.0  RECOMENDATIONS 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee provides its full support and 
commitment to further development of the Connected Clackmannanshire 
Strategy and for all Services to continue their collaboration to further develop 
and achieve its aims and maximise the opportunities available 

2.2 The Committee note the submission of the Outline Business Case to Scottish 
Government for City Region Deal Active Travel as an integral step towards 
the overall programme. 

THIS PAPER RELATES TO 
ITEM 7 

ON THE AGENDA 
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3.0  CONSIDERATIONS  

Connected Clackmannanshire - CRD - a Visual, Place Based Approach 

3.1  The ‘Connected Clackmannanshire’ Strategy is in its early phase of 
development.  The Senior Manager has devised this as a way of effectively 
communicating the vast array of transformational projects that relate to the 
further advancement of our transportation and active travel network.  This 
comprises our cycling and walking paths, connectivity between our 
settlements but also our wider links beyond our Council boundaries.  This is 
not just limited to active travel but also our strategic road and rail network 
which also forms part of our connectivity. 

3.2 The concept of the strategy is to take complex detailed projects, plans, 
reports, bids and aspirations and to visualise them in a way that 
communicates clearly our intent.  Initially this has been developed into a 
visual map basis for the cycle network development (Appendix 1).   

3.3 This highlights our existing cycle path network and what is planned to be 
developed as part of the various initiatives and funding mechanisms, primarily 
but not exclusively the Active Travel Projects within the CRD. 

3.4 The map based approach has helped to highlight to our funders, internal and 
external collaborators and key stakeholders of how much Clackmannanshire 
has accomplished to date.  It also highlights the plans we have to further 
increase connectivity and further reduce the reliance on motorised transport.   

3.5 The essence of the plan is to ensure we have all of our towns, villages and 
schools connected by an active travel network that will promote walking and 
cycling wherever possible. 

3.6 By increasing the connectivity of our settlements to Schools we have brought 
about significant health benefits both mental and physical to our community.  
The recent projects at Lornshill Academy - Sauchie and Glen Ochil, and the 
extension of the Alva Cycleway have physically demonstrated the approach 
we are taking.   

3.7 Early feedback from our communities during the Pandemic has highlighted 
the success of having street lit, safe, high quality paths that are used by a 
wide cross section of the community.  

3.8  Connectivity to our key tourism areas will complement and help support 
development of the CRD Tourism Bid.  By having high quality active travel 
links to our key tourist areas we will help increase the likelihood of successful 
CRD Tourism bids.  This will provide increased economic benefits, likely on 
the 13:1 ROI basis.  Studies on the impact of spend on similar projects 
demonstrate that for every £1 pound spent on walking and cycling projects 
they generate £13 pound of economic benefit to the local economy (Appendix 
2). 

3.9  Our strategic plan will be further developed over the coming months to 
highlight key areas of interest across the area and to help pull together 
separate parts of the network to ensure we can demonstrate the multiple 
benefits of an integrated approach to design, planning, consultation, 
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development, construction, marketing and promotion of all the projects in 
CRD and beyond.   

3.10  The potential exists for Connected Clackmannanshire in time to become 
much more of a concept and brand to describe our extensive network and 
access to our assets and economy, just as Glasgow used ‘People Make 
Glasgow’.  Clackmannanshire will be a destination area for all forms of cycling 
and active travel building upon on our existing natural and built assets. 

Collaboration & the CRD OBC (Outline Business Case)  

3.11 After extensive collaboration and joint working on the 7th of April 2021 Clacks 
and Stirling Council submitted our joint CRD Active Travel Outline Business 
Case to the Scottish Government.    

3.12 At a high level the submitted full list of projects are the following: 

 Stirling to Alloa 

 Stirling City to Cambuskenneth 

 Clackmannanshire Bridge to Stirling 

 South Stirling Gateway Corridor 

 Dunblane to Bridge of Allan 

 Hillfoots to Stirling University 

 NCN 765 Completion to Doune 

 Kings Highway  

 Alloa Bridge  

 Clackmannan to Dollar & Muckhart 

3.13 As part of the Stirling to Alloa Project, the section from Alva to the Stirling 
University has been tentatively selected as the first project for the programme.  
Consultation regarding project feasibility & design funding with Sustrans has 
commenced.  Our design briefs are complete, land discussions underway and 
going well with positive feedback as there is now a greater awareness and 
appreciation of the benefits of these projects to everyone involved.    

3.14 On the successful approval of the OBC the Service will then develop a Full 
Business Case for September 2021.  This is a significant piece of work that 
will require to be completed to the Government green book standard.   

 Mountain Bike Development & Pump Tracks Bid 

3.16 Connected Clackmannanshire is more than just going from A to B, there will 
be exciting things to see and do along the way that will improve the lives of 
everyone in the area, one of which is the proposal to have pump tracks in the 
County.  The Wishawhill Pump Track has been an amazing success in terms 
of community impact.  Best evidenced in this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4auyR3mjTs 
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3.17 As part of Scotland Hosting the World Cycle Championships in 2023 a 
significant fund is available for Authorities in Scotland to apply for 
improvements and projects that will assist in Scotland’s success,   With 
assistance from our new funding Officer bids have been made for pump tracks 
in Clackmannanshire.  The planned application for a large pump track in 
Clackmannan is complemented by the Alva to Menstrie project: 

 A tarmacked cycle / active travel path linking Menstrie with Alva. This route 
will become part of the NCN 768. 

 A small pump track in Alva next to the cycle track and near to Alva Primary 
School. 

 A floodlit mountain bike skills area on the site of Menstrie’s old train station 
next to the new cycle track. 

 A storage facility in the centre of Menstrie where mountain bikes and 
accessible bikes can be loaned and where riders can maintain their bikes. 

 A new high-quality downhill mountain bike route through the steep 
Menstrie Community Woodland to take people off Dumyat and into 
Menstrie.  

 Professional pump tracks with a range of skills challenges in a park in 
Clackmannan including flood lighting. 

 A built and signposted mountain bike trails area on the wooded hillside on 
the north-west side of Clackmannan. 

 A physical hub providing space to fix, clean and maintain bikes, storage 
for bikes to loan out, information for visitors regarding cycling routes 
nearby and a safe space for young children to learn basic cycling skills. 

 A bike path linking these sites to the new proposed train station in 
Clackmannan. 

3.18  The next planned phase of this development is to further extend the traffic-
free cycle route network, linking it both with transport hubs and other 
networks, to enable visitors to enter and leave the region as well as travel 
within it.  It is envisaged that this may also include connections with ‘gravel’ 
routes both across the Ochil Hills and to the south, to link into other 
established gravel networks which will encourage Mountain bIke riding in the 
area. 

3.19 With regards to Mountain Biking (MTB) specifically, some initial enquiries 
have been made around the development of two different facilities in Clacks. 
One of these is planned to be an asphalt surfaced pump track, while the other 
a MTB skills park of as yet undefined design.  Development of facilities such 
as these would help to deliver some of the aims of the national strategy for 
mountain biking in Scotland (The MTB Strategy) – particularly developing: 

‘A world class trail network’ and ‘Tackling Scotland’s issues of health and 
wellbeing’ as well as helping to provide opportunities for riders from all areas 

and backgrounds to thrive. The MTB strategy has an ambitious vision for 
Scotland to be recognised as the leading nation in Europe for mountain 
biking, led by Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland (DMBinS), part of 

Scottish Cycling. 

3.20 The Scottish MTB strategy has a mission to increase the economic 
contribution of mountain biking by 51% to be worth £257m GVA per annum to 
the Scottish economy, grow participation to 2m rides per annum and for Scots 
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to be crowned world champion or World Series winner in every mountain bike 
discipline.  Ambitious plans that on consultation with key partners 
Clackmannanshire has a huge amount to offer in respect of this. 

3.21 The Mountain Bike Master planning will be broken into key stages as follows :  

1. Outline of MTB Participation and Tourism in Central Scotland  
2. Outline of Policy Context  
3. Outline of Social Benefits  
4. Estimation of Likely User Numbers  
5. Economic Impact Estimates  
6. Identifying Suitable Locations for MTB Facilities & Descriptions of 

each  
7. Preparing Draft Masterplan suitable for user consultations  
8. User Consultations with MTB/cycle groups, stakeholder 

organisations etc  
9. Community Consultations  

3.22  An area with a long history of mining and other traditional industries, 
Clackmannanshire Council has made significant efforts in recent years to 
improve the quality of life for local residents and provide appealing reasons to 
visit the region.   This has included a drive to increase the number of traffic- 
free cycle routes in the region, by repurposing old mining rail tracks.  The 
Service is also undertaking studies into both improving outdoor play facilities 
in our public parks via Park Master planning and increasing the number of 
trees and associated tree canopy cover across the region as part of the 
overall investment in sustainable infrastructure and urban forests concept. 

 Collaboration 

3.23 The Senior Manager recently presented the ‘Connected Clackmannanshire’ 
plans to the People Directorate and feedback has been positive.  The 
Environment Service will continue to work collaboratively with other service 
areas as we imbed the approach to Active Travel in all aspects of our project 
delivery.   

3.24 The Transportation Team Leader has also recently engaged with our Sports 
Development team in meeting with Sportscotland to discuss our application 
for Pump Track Funding.  They were very impressed with our joined up 
thinking, our initial visual strategy, community involvement and our 
understanding of the sports / health agenda.  Initial feedback is that our 
projects will be looked upon favourably by funders.  

3.25 Senior Managers in Place have met with the owners of the Tillicoultry Sterling 
Mills Outlet, Affinity Group.  They have aspirations of increasing cycle related 
retail  within the site.  They are looking to develop the site to encourage more 
access.  As this site is so close to our own flagship cycle path, there are 
greater opportunities to upgrade our linkages to the site, increase disabled 
accessibility and improve our play parks.   

3.26 The Commercial owners realise that on average people who commute on 
bicycles or walk to the shops increase their spend by 40% over a month and 
in general walking and cycling public realm projects increase spend by 30%.  
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This site is visited by over 1.6 million people per year and is a key draw for 
visitors to Clackmannanshire.  

3.27 The Connected Clackmannanshire Strategic Map was presented and the 
owners were impressed with our approach, there is a real synergy to their 
objectives and of own active travel plans.  Further discussions will take place 
to ensure we work collaboratively to increase uptake of walking and cycling to 
the site and the benefits to our surrounding areas. 

3.28 Further collaboration will continue and initial discussions with a variety of 
partners is ongoing to ensure we can lever in as much funding as possible but 
also to ensure that our projects integrate with our local businesses and the 
aspirations of our community Councils, elected members and strategic 
partners. (Appendix 3) 

4.0 RISKS 

4.1 Whilst there are a whole host of exciting significant transformational projects 
ongoing and planned within Clackmannanshire that bring many multiple 
benefits and inward investment to the area.  This needs to be offset by the 
reality of the limited resources we have in house as a small Local Authority.   

4.2 Clackmannanshire Council have continually punched above our weight in the 
area of Active Travel.  The levels of inward investment through Sustrans, our 
relationships with Landowners and expertise in this area have been stretched,  
Our OBC Bid was slightly delayed due to our capacity/covid issues and going 
forward the ongoing structure review will need to reflect the resources 
required to achieve our objectives in relation to CRD. 

4.3 There is no doubt that Active Travel funding will continue to be invested by UK 
& Scottish Government as the wide ranging and immediate benefits are so 
evident.  With this will bring added pressure in not only managing projects, but 
dealing with Bids, Consultations, Procurement and Construction and 
marketing. 

4.4 Most of the work required to develop the CRD projects require the initial 
funding to establish masterplans, consultants will be engaged and in order to 
complete FBCs there will need to additional funding identified in order to have 
the data and plans in place to gain funding from CRD.  We will also need to 
develop marketing, comms and digital information to promote these active 
travel networks. 

5.0 Sustainability Implications 

5.1  

6.0 Resource Implications 

6.1 Financial Details 

Finance have been consulted and have agreed the financial implications as 
set out in the report. Yes  
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7.0 Exempt Reports  

7.1 Is this report exempt? Yes ☐(please detail the reasons for exemption below) No  

8.0 Declarations 

The recommendations contained within this report support or implement our 
Corporate Priorities and Council Policies. 

(1) Our Priorities (Please click on the check box☒) 
Clackmannanshire will be attractive to businesses and people and ensure fair 
opportunities for all  
Our families, children and young people will have the best possible start in life 

  

Women and girls will be confident and aspirational, and achieve their full 
potential  

Our communities will be resilient and empowered so that they can thrive and 
flourish  

(2) Council Policies  (Please detail) 

9.0 Equalities Impact 

9.1 Have you undertaken the required equalities impact assessment to ensure 
that no groups are adversely affected by the recommendations? 

  Yes  No ☐ 

11.0 Legality 

11.1 It has been confirmed that in adopting the recommendations contained in this 
report, the Council is acting within its legal powers. Yes  

12.0 Appendices  

Appendix 1  Connected Clackmannanshire Map – Cycle Paths 
Appendix 2  Economic Impact of Cycling and Walking Projects 
Appendix 3  Active Travel Collaborators 

Links 

https://www.uci.org/news/2019/glasgow-and-scotland-to-host-inaugural-uci-cycling-
world-championships-in-2023 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4auyR3mjTs 
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13.0 Background Papers  

13.1 Have you used other documents to compile your report?  (All documents must 
be kept available by the author for public inspection for four years from the 
date of meeting at which the report is considered). 

 Yes ☐ No  
 (please list the documents below) 
 
 
 

 Author(s) 

NAME DESIGNATION TEL NO / EXTENSION 

Iain McDonald Senior Manager (Environment) Extension : 2657 

Approved by 

NAME DESIGNATION SIGNATURE 

Pete Leonard  Strategic Director - Place 
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Source:, TfL 2014 Source: TfL, 2013 

Source: Lawlor, 2013  

 

Source: Raje and Saffrey, 2016  
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Source: Hall et al, 2017 

Source: Carmona et al, 2018 166



Source: London Borough of Waltham Forest 

Source: Carmona et al, 2018 

 
 

 

Source: Aldred & Sharkey, 2017 
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A study of businesses in 

 found people 

walking and cycling spent 

more in a month  

than drivers. 

Source: Clifton et al., 2012 

People who walk and cycle in 

 visit shops more 

often and spend more in a 

month than drivers. 

Source: Bent and Singa, 2009 

In  sales 

tax revenue rose by two 

thirds after cycle lanes 

were built – 14% higher 

than unimproved areas. 

Source: McCormick, 2012 

Streets with dedicated 

cycle lanes in  

saw a larger rise in retail 

sales compared to the 

surrounding area. 

Source: New York DOT, 2014 

For every square metre 

of parking space in  

customers who cycled 

generated 7,500 EUR 

compared to 6,625 EUR 

from car drivers. 

Source: Fahrradportal (online) 

Businesses on two  

shopping streets overestimated 

how many customers travel by 

car and underestimated how 

many cycle.  

Source: O’Connor et al., 2011 

People who cycle to 

shops and supermarkets  

in spend 

more each year than 

people who drive. Two 

thirds of shopping trips 

and half the total 

revenue comes from 

customers on foot  

and cycle. 

Source: Copenhagen Bicycle  
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Source: Hendriksen, et al, 2010  

 

Source: Grous, 2011 

Source: National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 2012 
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Source: Chatterjee, 2017 

Source: CycleScheme, 2015 

 

Source: The Prince’s Responsible Business Network, 2011 
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Michael van der Bel, former CEO of Microsoft UK 

Source: Deloitte, 2014 

Source: Aldred & Sharkey, 2017 

Source: Cycling Works, 2014 

173



    

Source: Aldred & Sharkey, 2017 

Source: British Council of Offices, 2017  

  

    

Source: Aldred & Sharkey, 2017 
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Dan Cobley, former CEO of Google UK 

Nadia Broccado, CEO of Team London Bridge BID 
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Dorling Kindersley Microsoft Financial Times Orange Royal Opera House RBS Crown Estate Unilever Brompton Bicycle Ipsos 
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Source: Cycling Works, 2014 

 
 

 

John Ridding, CEO of Financial Times 
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Source: TfL analysis 
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Source: Raje and Saffrey, 2016 
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• UK walking and cycling interventions have a benefit to 

cost ratio of 19:1. This means they are a ‘best buy’ for 

health and the transport sector 

 

• The cycling sector contributes around £2.9bn to the UK 

economy  

 

 

 
 

 

Source: Newson and Sloman, 2018 
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• UK walking and cycling interventions have a benefit to 

cost ratio of 19:1. This means they are a ‘best buy’ for 

health and the transport sector 

 

• The cycling sector contributes around £2.9bn to the UK 

economy  
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Source: Steer, 2017 

Marc von Grundherr, Director, Benham & Reeves Residential Lettings 

Linden Homes 

    

        

Source: Steer, 2017 
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