
 
 
 
 
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING of the PEOPLE COMMITTEE held within the Council 
Chamber, Kilncraigs, Greenside Street, ALLOA, FK10 1EB, on TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 
2019 at 1.00 PM. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Graham Lindsay (Chair) 
Councillor Les Sharp (Vice Chair) 
Councillor Donald Balsillie 
Councillor Martha Benny 
Councillor Helen Lewis 
Councillor George Matchett, QPM 
Rev Sang Y Cha, Religious Representative (Appointed Member) 
Pastor David Fraser, Religious Representative (Appointed Member) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Stuart Crickmar, Strategic Director, Partnership and Performance 
Fiona McOmish, Strategic Director, People 
Lindsay Thomson, Service Manager, Legal and Democracy (Clerk to the Committee) 
Gillian White, Committee Services 
 
PC(19)24 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Kathleen Martin, Councillor Les Sharp and Father 
Michael Freyne. 
 
 
PC(19)25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
The Monitoring Officer asked that it was noted that her daughter is employed by the Alloa 
Leisure Bowl as a lifeguard on a casual basis.  The Monitoring Officer is not a member of the 
Committee and does not participate in decision making.  
 
 
PC(19)26 ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
An Order of Proceedings was put before the Committee for information.  The Convenor 
advised all parties present of the procedure for hearing the petitions. 
 
 
PC(19)27 PUBLIC PETITIONS 
 
The report, submitted by the Senior Service Manager, Partnership and Performance 
(Monitoring Officer), provided a factual summary of the three petitions which had been 
received following the budget consultation process in respect of matters which fell within the 
remit of the People Committee.   
 
The Convenor advised that it was the view of the Administration that the budget proposals for 
Fishcross Primary and Coalsnaughton Primary Schools would not be included within  the 
budget.  Councillors Benny and Matchett also stated their parties’ opposition to these budget 
proposals being taken forward. 
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The Convenor advised that the petitions would be taken in the following order: 
 
1. Alloa Leisure Bowl 
2. Fishcross Primary School 
3. Coalsnaughton Primary School 
 
1. ALLOA LEISURE BOWL 
 
Attending: 
 
David Clarkson 
Gordon Guthrie 
 
The Committee heard a presentation from Mr Clarkson and Mr Guthrie.  Their presentation 
focussed on the public outcry at the potential loss of the Leisure Bowl.  They advised that in a 
3

rd
 party audit of leisure services, the Leisure Bowl had come out on top. They also raised the 

issue of re-tendering the contract. They described the facilities that were available at the 
Leisure Bowl – the swimming pool, indoor bowling (hosting teams from across Scotland), 
aerobic classes, golden girls club. They advised that the Leisure Bowl serves a deprived area 
and is a social centre for the community and is accessible to local adult care services.  If it 
were to close, it would mean the loss of 80 staff, 3 small businesses (hairdresser, beauty 
salon and café) employing 10 staff.  They indicated that with all the new housing 
developments, the gyms in the secondary schools are too small.  They advised that the 
Deputy First Minister is also working to keep the Leisure Bowl open. 
 
Members of the Committee had the opportunity to put questions to the petitioners. The 
questions were directed to alternative service provision in other local authority areas and 
whether the petitioners considered that patrons of the Leisure Bowl would be prepared to pay 
more.   
 
The Convenor advised that the Committee’s decision would be notified in writing to the 
Principal Petitioner, Mr Clarkson, within 7 working days.  Mr Clarkson and Mr Guthrie 
withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings (1.15 pm) 
 
 
2. FISHCROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Attending: 
 
Kari Smith, Fishcross Primary School Parent Council 
Zoe Bradie, Fishross Primary School Parent Council 
Laura Dawson 
 
The Committee heard a presentation from Zoe Bradie.  The presentation then raised a 
number of concerns relating to moving the children to Craigbank Primary School including the 
busy road, lack of footpaths, no safe route to school, traffic speed, footpath maintenance, 
issues with using the car such as cost and lack of parking, increased numbers of housing 
being built and class sizes full to capacity.  The petitioner advised that the school and wider 
community had been extremely shocked about the proposals.  Many families had chosen 
Fishcross primary as it was a smaller school with sometimes 3 generations of family attending 
the school.  Many children with additional support needs felt safe because it’s a small school.   
Attainment scores at Fishcross Primary are on the same level as Craigbank, so it was felt that 
there is not educational gain to close the Primary School.  
 
Members of the Committee had the opportunity to put questions to the petitioners. The 
questions concerned the impact of new homes in the area.  
 
The Convenor advised that the Committee’s decision would be notified in writing to the 
Principal Petitioner, Ms Smith, within 7 working days.   
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3. COALSNAUGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Attending: 
 
Cheryl Hughes, Coalsnaughton Primary School Parent Council 
Kate Robertson 
 
The Committee heard a presentation from Cheryl Hughes.  The presentation highlighted the 
public meeting which had taken place on the 15 January 2019.  The petitioner advised that 
there is a real passion from the community that the school is not closed especially as the 
village no longer has a community café or mother and toddlers group.  If the school were to 
close, there would be a 2 mile walk to school along a dangerously busy road.  The glen is 
sometimes closed to traffic during periods of bad weather, but the children would be expected 
to walk to school.  Travelling to Tillicoultry Primary would also cause financial strain for 
families, and example was given where a mother and three children travelling to the school by 
bus would cost £18 per day. It was also suggested that parents may have to cut working 
hours to support getting the children to school.  The petitioner advised that there are no 
educational benefits to closing the school.  The head teacher of the school is doing a great 
job and the children are thriving.  Closing the school would mean the loss of three 
classrooms.  There is new house building in both Coalsnaughton and Tillicoultry and currently 
Tillicoultry Primary has no space for a catchment child, yet the budget proposal would take 80 
children out of the catchment and move them to Tillicoultry.  Finally the petitioner advised that 
staff at the school feel uncertain about their jobs.  
 
Members of the Committee had the opportunity to put questions to the petitioners. 
 
The Convenor advised that the Committee’s decision would be notified in writing to the 
Principal Petitioner, Ms Hughes, within 7 working days.   
 
Both parties from the school’s groups withdrew from the meeting at this point in the 
proceedings The press also withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings (1.39 
pm) 
 

Decision 
 
Fishcross Primary School 
 
Having considered the petition and the information presented, the Committee agreed to: 
 
1.  Acknowledge the response to the budget consultation from the Fishcross Primary School 

community and note their views in terms of the closure of Fishcross Primary School. 
 

2. Prepare a report to Council recommending: 
 
a.  That Fishcross Primary School is not closed as part of the budget for 2019/20 in the 
 consultation;  
 
b  That proposals to close schools are made on the basis of educational merit, rather 
 than as budget proposals and  
 
c.  That the Council's Education Estate Management Strategy is further developed and 
 that this is done in partnership with the school communities 
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Coalsnaughton Primary School 
 
Having considered the petition and the information presented, the Committee agreed to: 
 
1.  Acknowledge the response to the budget consultation from the Coalsnaughton Primary 

School community and note their views in terms of the closure of Coalsnaughton Primary 
School. 

 
2. Prepare a report to Council recommending: 

 
a.  That Coalsnaughton Primary School is not closed as part of the budget for 2019/20 in 
 the consultation;  
 
b  That proposals to close schools are made on the basis of educational merit, rather 
 than as budget proposals and  
 
c.  That the Council's Education Estate Management Strategy is further developed and 
 that this is done in partnership with the school communities 
 

 
At the conclusion of the education matters, Rev Sang Y Cha, Religious Representative, 
withdrew from the Chamber. Pastor David Fraser remained within the Chamber but took no 
part in discussion or voting on the following decision. 
 
 
Leisure Bowl, Alloa 
 
Having considered the petition and the information presented, the Committee agreed to: 
 
1.  Acknowledge the response to the budget consultation from the Alloa Leisure Bowl staff 

and community and note their views in terms of the closure of the Alloa Leisure Bowl. 
 
2.  Prepare a report to Council recommending: 

 
a.  That a short term solution is developed to allow the Alloa Leisure Bowl maintenance 
 contract to extend beyond October 2019 and 
 
b. That Council note that the People Committee approved the Sport and Active Living 
 Framework 2018/28 in January 2018 and that this framework included commitments 
 to undertake a strategic review of leisure facilities in Clackmannanshire  
 

Action 
Monitoring Officer 
 
 
 
Ends 1415 hours 
 

 

14




