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MINUTE OF MEETING of the SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held within the Council Chamber, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 8th MAY 2008

PRESENT
Councillor Donald Balsillie (Convener)



Councillor Gary Womersley (Vice Convener)



Councillor John Biggam
Councillor Alastair Campbell


Councillor Mark English



Provost Derek Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE
Muir Wilson, Head of Finance



Deirdre Cilliers, Head of Social Services
Barry Dickson, Head of Business Improvement and Technology Services


Jim Goodall, Head of Education (From Item 7)


Aileen Littlejohn, Support Services Manager (Clerk to the Committee)



Gary Devlin, Grant Thornton


APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Harry McLaren and Councillor Craig Holden.

SC(08)73
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 27TH MARCH 2008

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 27th March 2008, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 27th March 2008 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Convener.

SC(08)74
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE LIST OF ONGOING ACTIONS

There was submitted a list of ongoing actions from the Scrutiny Committee from 01/01/08 to 31/12/08, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.
SID: 2031 –  The Convener advised that rather than a motion to Council, the Convener and the Leader of the Council will write to CoSLA and all other local authorities to raise the issue of funding for residential schools and secure placements. 

The Committee agreed the change to the List of Ongoing Actions and noted the information set out in the remainder of the List.
Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development
SC(08)75
ANNUAL AUDIT PLAN 2007/08 BY GRANT THORNTON
There was submitted a report by Muir Wilson, Head of Finance, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Gary Devlin from Grant Thornton was in attendance for this item to present the report and answer questions.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report.
SC(08)76
TREASURY MANAGEMENT APPROVED COUNTERPARTY 
LIST
There was submitted a report by Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to approve the list in Appendix 1 of the report.
The Committee further agreed that any changes to the approved list will be reported to the Scrutiny Committee.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development
SC(08)77
INTERNAL AUDIT UPDATE – APRIL 2008
There was submitted a report by Paul Kelly, Acting Senior Auditor, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report and the progress made on actions completed to date.
SC(08)78
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL SERVICES CHILDCARE 2007-08 FINANCIAL YEAR UPDATE
There was submitted a report by Denis Currie, Service Manager, Childcare and Craig Dickson, Principal Accountant, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Principal Accountant circulated updated figures to the Committee.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report and recognised the measures taken to address the increases in expenditure.

 Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development
SC(08)79
HMIE CHILD PROTECTION INSPECTION – COUNCIL ACTION PLANS
There was submitted a report by Deirdre Cilliers, Head of Social Work Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the proactive response council has taken to the HMIE report.
SC(08)80
CASE MANAGEMENT – ELECTED MEMBERS ENQUIRIES
There was submitted a report by Aileen Littlejohn and Eileen McKinsley, Administration and Legal Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services
