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MINUTE OF MEETING of the PERFORMANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE held within the Council Chamber, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 22nd  FEBRUARY 2007


PRESENT
Councillor Brian Fearon (Convener)



Councillor Keith Brown
Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Eddie Carrick



Councillor George Matchett



Councillor Helen McGregor



Councillor Rev. Sam Ovens
Provost Derek Stewart (S)*


IN ATTENDANCE
Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive
Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services



Dave Jones, Director of Services to People



Barry Dickson, Head of Business Improvement and Technology Services



Aileen Littlejohn, Support Services Manager, Chief Executive’s Service (Clerk to the Committee)



Gordon Stewart, Head of Property Services



Muir Wilson, Head of Finance
Garry Devlin, Client Service Manager, Robson Rhodes (External Audit)

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Janet Cadenhead and Councillor Margaret Paterson.  Provost Stewart attended as substitute for Councillor Cadenhead.

***


The Convener indicated that an additional item “Champion for Looked After Children”  – report by Deirdre Cilliers, Chief Social Work Officer and Dave Jones, Director of Services to People would be taken as the last item of business on the Agenda. 

***
PA(07)116

MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 25TH JANUARY 2007

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 25th January 2007, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 25th January 2007 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Convener.

PA(07)117
ONGOING ACTIONS FROM THE PERFORMANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

There was submitted a list of Ongoing Actions from the Performance and Audit Committee between 01/01/04 and 31/05/07, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the list of ongoing actions from the Performance and Audit Committee.

PA(07)118
RSM ROBSON RHODES ANNUAL AUDIT PLAN 2006/07

There was submitted a report by Jim Clarke, Chief Internal Auditor, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the contents of the report and the Audit Plan for 2006/07.

PA(07)119
GENERAL FUND REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2006/07

There was submitted a report by Martin Dunsmore, Accounting and Budgeting Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the current forecast position.

PA(07)120
GENERAL SERVICES CAPITAL PROGRAMME: SUMMARY OF 3-YEAR PROGRAMME 2006/07 TO 2008/09 AND FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT DECEMBER 2006

There was submitted a report by Kish Parmar, Principal Accountant, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the financial position and the borrowing requirement for the Capital Programme for the three years to 2008/09 as at December 2006.

PA(07)121
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT BUDGET MONITORING

There was submitted a report by Sheelagh Norris, Policy Planning Manager, and Marion Marsden, Accountant, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report which detailed the Housing Revenue Account spend for the current financial year, based on the financial position at the end of December 2006.

PA(07)122
HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME: 2006/07 DECEMBER OUT-TURN AND 3-YEAR SUMMARY TO 2008/09

There was submitted a report by Kish Parmar, Principal Accountant, and Sheelagh Norris, Policy Planning Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the financial position and the borrowing requirement for the Housing Capital Programme for the three years to 2008/09.

PA(07)123
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT, CAPITAL:  HEATING REPLACEMENT TERM CONTRACT (ADDITIONAL INFORMATION)

There was submitted a report by Sheelagh Norris, Housing Policy Planning Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report.

PA(07)124
BENEFIT FRAUD: UPDATE AND PROGRESS REPORT

There was submitted a report by Richard Saunders, Fraud Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report and the progress made following the inspection by the Benefit Fraud Inspectorate. 

PA(07)125

COUNCIL PERFORMANCE Q3 2006/07

There was submitted are port by Peter Burns (Business Improvement Officer), a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Convener advised that the figure at 4.3 relating to Councillor Enquiries should be 84%, not 74% as stated in the report.

The Committee agreed to note the information set out in the report and to provide feedback on the effectiveness and presentation of measures to enable the effective scrutiny of performance.

PA(07)112

CHAMPION FOR LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN

There was submitted a report by Deirdre Cilliers, Chief Social Work Officer and Dave Jones, Director of Services to People, a copy of which was tabled at the meeting as an additional item.

The Committee agreed to remit this report for consideration by Council.  The Committee further agreed that appendices to this report are to include details of the role, remit and the required skills for the “Champion for Looked After Children” and the how the post will link with the Commissioner for Children and Young People.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

