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MINUTE OF MEETING of the PERFORMANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE held within the Council Chambers, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 14th DECEMBER 2006.


PRESENT
Councillor Brian Fearon (Convener)



Councillor Janet Cadenhead (Vice Convener)
Councillor Keith Brown



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Eddie Carrick
Councillor Craig Holden
Councillor George Matchett



Councillor Helen McGregor
Councillor Rev. Sam Ovens
Father Michael Milton


IN ATTENDANCE
Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development
Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services



Dave Jones, Director of Services to People



Rod Richardson (Principal Administration Officer) – Clerk to the Committee

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Margaret Paterson.

The Clerk to the Committee outlined the evacuation procedure to be used in the event of an alarm sounding.

PA(06)101
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2006 

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2006 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Convener.

PA(06)102
ONGOING ACTIONS FROM THE PERFORMANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

There was submitted a list of ongoing actions from the Performance and Audit Committee, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.  

The Committee agreed to note the list of ongoing actions from the Performance and Audit Committee.

PA(06)103
PERFORMANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
TIMETABLE

There was submitted a timetable for future Performance and Audit Committee meetings which had been circulated previously to each Member.  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development also circulated an updated version to the Committee.

The Committee agreed to note the timetable and agreed that it should be kept updated.

Action:  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

PA(06)104
INSURANCE ARRANGEMENTS

There  was submitted a report by Bill McLean, Payments Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the contents of the report and that a further report should be brought back the Performance and Audit Committee in one year with the updated position.  The Committee also agreed that further investigations are to be made into the potential for self insuring the Council’s Motor Fleet and a note of the outcome to be circulated to Members.

Action:  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

PA(06)105
ATTENDANCE MANAGEMENT

There  was submitted a report by Brian Hutchison, Head of Human Resources, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each member.

The Committee agreed to note the report and endorse the actions taken and proposed to manage reduction in the levels of sickness absence among Council employees.

The Committee further agreed that a report is to be brought to the next meeting of the Performance and Audit Committee on the pressures and the impact of staff shortages on the delivery of Social Work and Housing Services.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

Councillor Campbell withdrew from the meeting before discussion of the next item.

Councillor Cadenhead withdrew from the meeting during questions for the next item.

PA(06)106
INCLUSION – CURRENT POSITION(S) IN CLACKMANNANSHIRE’S SCHOOLS

There was submitted a report by Jim Goodall, Head of Schools and Quality Improvement, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the contents of this report.  The Committee further agreed to instruct the Director of Services to People to set up an Education Forum in 2007 to look at the issue of  inclusion and to invite all Services who are involved to attend.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

PA(06)107
INTERNAL AUDIT UPDATE

There was submitted a report by Jim Clarke, Chief Internal Auditor, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the report and the action being taken to address the slippage on planned work for the year.

Action:  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

EXEMPT INFORMATION

The Committee resolved in terms of Section 50(A) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as detailed in Schedule 7A, Part 1, Paragraph 6.

* Father Milton withdrew from the meeting before discussion on this item.

PA(06)107
CFSLA FOLLOW UP REPORT

There was submitted a report by Jim Clarke, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Fearon moved that Members note that further progress has been made in resolving the matters discussed at previous meetings.  Seconded by Councillor Carrick.

Amendment 1

“That a report is brought to the next Council meeting recommending that the Council withdraws the facility of payroll deductions from the CFSLA in consultation with the other partner Councils and organisations.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor McGregor.

Amendment 2

“That a report is brought to the next Council meeting to outline the legal options open to the Council.”

Moved by Councillor Fearon.  Seconded by Councillor Matchett.

Councillor Holden advised that he would abstain from voting as he had not been present at earlier meetings where this item had been discussed.

Amendment 1 was defeated by 4 votes to 2 with one abstention.

Amendment 2 was carried by 4 votes to 2 with one abstention.  

Accordingly, the Committee agreed to note that further progress has been made in resolving the matters discussed at previous meetings and that a report is to be brought to the next Council meeting to outline the legal options open to the Council.

Action:  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

