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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. This report provides Elected Members with an annual review of performance on planning enforcement casework for 2007/2008.  It draws on the outstanding recommendations of the Planning Enforcement Strategy.  The remaining actions are included in the Development Quality Business Plan for 2008-2009.
1.2. The report has been referred to the Regulatory Committee by the Scrutiny Committee which noted its content on 9th October, 2008.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION
2.1. It is recommended that the Committee notes the contents of this report.
3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. The work of the Development Quality Team on the enforcement of planning control is based on legislative requirements and guided by our Planning Enforcement Strategy approved in 2000.  For the past eight years, the Service has based its approach, processes and decision-making on the principles that underpin the Strategy.  We have progressively been implementing the 34 recommendations of the Strategy.  A report to the Regulatory Committee on 1st March, 2007 set out the progress made to date along with the first report on performance.  Appendix 1 to this report describes the actions that are (partly) outstanding and the timescales for completing the work.  The relevant items are Nos. 3, 5, 6, 9, 28, 29 and 30 and Members are particularly asked to note the following priorities for 2008-2009:-

- The intention to provide improved advice to customers on the need for planning permission for different types of development, including householder developments subejct to any changes in the scope of "permitted development" arising from the implementation of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act.

- The production of an Enforcement Charter which will provide Members of the public with advice on the work of the Service, the procedures followed in investigating breaches of planning control, the policies and other criteria that will inform decisions on formal action, the types of action or notices that can be served in different circumstances and penalties for failing to comply with such Notices.
3.2. The principal reasons for some of the recommendations remaining outstanding are: the need to prioritise actions; increased workload arising from a rise in the number of applications and the significant complexity of some cases e.g. Forestmill; and emerging changes in legislation which is continuing to impact on timescales.

4.0 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW
4.1. Appendix 2 to this report is a summary of the performance of the Service in 2007-2008.  To assist in setting the performance in context, comparative information is provided for the preceding two years.  Members are asked to note in particular the intention to set additional and more detailed targets for key instances in the investigation of complaints against alleged unauthorised development.  By measuring of performance at different stages of the process, we can obtain a better understanding of the quality and effectiveness of responses to such enquiries, which in turn should lead to speedier decisions and more effective control of development activity.  These will be included in the Development Quality Business Plan Balanced Scorecard.
5.0 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

5.1. None


6.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1.  None
6.2.
Declarations
(1)
The recommendations contained within this report support or implement Corporate Priorities, Council Policies and/or the Community Plan:

·      Corporate Priorities (Key Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
Achieving Potential





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Maximising Quality of Life





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Securing Prosperity





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Enhancing the Environment





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Maintaining an Effective Organisation




 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
· Council Policies  (Please detail)

· Community Plan (Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

Community Safety     





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Economic Development





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Environment and Sustainability





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Health Improvement





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
(2)
In adopting the recommendations contained in this report, 

 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
the Council is acting within its legal powers. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

(3)
The full financial implications of the recommendations contained
 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
in this report are set out in the report.  This includes a reference
to full life cycle costs where appropriate. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

____________________________
Head of Service

____________________________
Director
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