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MINUTE OF MEETING of the REGULATORY COMMITTEE held within the Council Chamber, Greenfield, Alloa, on WEDNESDAY 28th MARCH 2007.

PRESENT
Councillor Eddie Carrick (Convener)



Councillor George Matchett (Vice-Convener)



Councillor Donald Balsillie



Councillor Keith Brown



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Kenneth Earle (S)


Councillor Walter McAdam



Councillor Helen McGregor (S)


Councillor Harry McLaren



Councillor Derek Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE
Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services


Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services



Ian Duguid, Development Quality Team Leader



Keith Johnstone, Principal Planner



Jackie McGuire, Head of Administration and Legal Services

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor William Douglas, Councillor Bobby McGill and Councillor Margaret Paterson.  Councillor Earle attended as substitute for Councillor McGill and Councillor McGregor attended as substitute for Councillor Douglas.

REG(07)134
PLANNING APPLICATION
Planning Application: Installation of Wind Farm Comprising 13 Wind Turbines, Anemometry Mast, Switchgear Building, Site Tracks and Excavation of Stone from 2 Borrow Pits, Land at Burnfoot Hill, Tillicoultry (Ref. 06/00121/FULL)

There was submitted a report by Keith Johnstone, Principal Planner, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

A supplementary briefing note, indicating that since the completion of the report to Committee, the Scottish Executive has published the final version of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 6 – Renewable Energy, was circulated previously and made available to the Committee at the start of the meeting.

The Committee heard representations from: -
Ms Sarah Dooley, Wind Prospect Limited – Applicants.

Mr Davie Black, Ramblers Association Scotland – Consultee

Ms Nicki Baker, Friends of the Ochils – Consultee

Mr AD Jamieson – Objector

Mr Ian Buchanan – Objector

Mr RC Imrie – Objector

Mr Stuart Dean – Objector

Mr Robin Kelsall – Objector

The Committee agreed that the Scheme for Oral Submissions on Planning Applications should be reviewed to include allowing representations from supporters of applications as well as applicants, objectors and community councils.

Councillor Carrick moved approval of the application, subject to the terms and conditions set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Councillor Brown moved an amendment that the application be refused for the following reasons:

1.
The application should not be approved in isolation from the other, as yet undecided, applications for wind farms in the Ochil Hills, namely:

· Littlelaw

· Snowgoat Glen

· Lochelbank

· Mellock Hill

· Tillyrie

2.
In the absence of a clear national energy strategy and regional development strategy, the Council should not allow ad hoc wind farm development.

3.
The recommendation is not supported by the conclusions reached by the landscape consultant commissioned by the Council.

4.
The application should not be decided in the absence of a site visit for elected members during which they can properly assess the likely visual impact of the proposals on the landscape.

5.
Concerns about the cumulative impact of wind farm development in the Ochils.

6.
Lack of certainty about the route of the link to the national grid and particular concerns about the proposed link through the Silver Glen to Alva.

7.
Concerns about future applications to extend the number of wind turbines at the site.

8.
Concerns about the lack of certainty over the approval of the access road to the site.

Moved by Councillor Brown, seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

Voting
The vote on the amendment was 5 votes for and 5 votes against the amendment.

The amendment was defeated on the casting vote of the Convener.

The vote on the motion was 5 votes for and 5 votes against the motion.

The motion was carried on the casting vote of the Convener.

Accordingly, the Committee agreed that subject to the prior conclusion of an agreement under Section 75 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, generally in the terms set out at Section 8.9 of the report, that the application be APPROVED subject to the terms and conditions set out in Appendix 1 of the report.
Action: Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services
