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MINUTE OF MEETING of the REGULATORY COMMITTEE held within the Council Chambers, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 31st AUGUST 2006


PRESENT
Councillor Eddie Carrick (Convener)



Councillor Donald Balsillie



Councillor Keith Brown



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Bobby McGill



Councillor Harry McLaren



Councillor George Matchett
Councillor Margaret Paterson (From Item 2)
Provost Derek Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE
Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services



Ian Duguid, Development Quality Team Leader



David Thomson, Legal Services Manager (Clerk to the Committee)

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor William Douglas and Councillor Walter McAdam.  

***

The Convener intimated that he would like, with the agreement of the Committee, to set up a Working Group to look at the issue of derelict shops and the appearance and consistency of shop fronts across Clackmannanshire.

The Committee agreed to set up a Working Group and agreed that the remit for the group will be decided at the first meeting.  The progress made by the Working Group is to be reported back to a future meeting of the Regulatory Committee.

The Committee further agreed that the Working Group will be chaired by Councillor Carrick and that membership of the group will include:

Councillor Carrick (Chair)

Councillor Balsillie

Councillor Brown

Councillor Campbell

Councillor Stewart

An invitation to be part of the Working Group is also to be extended to Councillor Holden.

Action:  Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services

REG(06)80
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 3rd AUGUST 2006

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd August 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd August 2006 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Convener.

· Councillor Paterson joined the meeting during debate of the next item.

REG(06)81
OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION

Outline Planning Application: Demolition of Agricultural Building and Erection of 1 No. House at Gartmorn Hill Farm, Coalsnaughton (Ref. No. 06/00133/OUT)

There was submitted a report by Grant Baxter, Principal Planner, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor McGill moved that the Committee approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Campbell.

Amendment 1

“That the application is refused for the following reasons:

While we appreciate the applicants argument that given the changes made to the nature of the business, and the not inconsiderable investment that has been made in order to achieve this change.  A house is now required to allow the effective and efficient staffing of the business.

At the same time we have to weigh this against any damage which the construction of a modern dwelling house on this particular site might cause in what can only be described as an area of outstanding natural beauty.

While accepting in principle the applicant’s argument we feel that the site chosen is not suitable for the following reasons:

1. If a house were to be built on this particular site, it would have a highly detrimental effect on what is one of the finest panoramic views of the Ochil Hills in the whole of Clackmannanshire, a view which forms a notable feature of Gartmorn Dam Country Park.


2. The site chosen also overlooks and is very close to that part of the Gartmorn Reservoir which is regarded as an outstanding area of wildlife habitat and which for this reason has been designated as a site of special scientific interest.

Given these circumstances, and given the area of land available to the applicants, we feel that a less sensitive site should be chosen.

Moved by Councillor Stewart.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Amendment 2

“To defer consideration of the application to consider the issue of enforcement action.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

Amendment 2 was defeated by 5 votes to 3 with 1 abstention.

Amendment 1 was carried by 6 votes to 2 with 1 abstention.

Accordingly, the Committee agreed to REFUSE the application for the following reasons:

1. If a house were to be built on this particular site, it would have a highly detrimental effect on what is one of the finest panoramic views of the Ochil Hills in the whole of Clackmannanshire, a view which forms a notable feature of Gartmorn Dam Country Park.


2. The site chosen also overlooks and is very close to that part of the Gartmorn Reservoir which is regarded as an outstanding area of wildlife habitat and which for this reason has been designated as a site of special scientific interest.

The Committee further agreed that the previous decision to authorise officers to take enforcement action to have the caravan removed from the site should now be actioned.

Action: Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services.

REG(06)82
OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION

Outline Planning Application: Demolition of Existing House and Erection of Two Houses at Hillside, 38 Back Road, Dollar, FK14 7EA (Ref. No. 06/00238/OUT)

There was submitted a report by Grant Baxter, Principal Planner, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to APPROVE the application subject to the conditions as set out in the report.

Action:  Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services

REG(06)83
PLANNING APPLICATION

Planning Application: Alterations, Extension and Change of Use of Farm Steading to Form 7 No. Houses and Construction of Associated Road at Naemoor Farm, Poll of Muckhart, KY13 0QB (Ref. No. 06/00135/FULL)

There was submitted a report by Grant Baxter, Principal Planner, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee heard a submission from the agent, Mr Machin.

The Committee agreed to APPROVE the application subject to the conditions set out in the report.  The Committee further agreed that an additional condition is added:

· Prior to commencement of works a  survey of all potential bat roosts should be taken and any mitigation taken in line with relevant legislation.

Action:  Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services

REG(06)84
ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Enforcement Action: Erection of Building for Use as an Office at 21 Lornshill Crescent, Alloa  (Ref. No. 06/00007/NOPP)

There was submitted a report by Mark Stoddart, Development Monitoring Officer, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Committee agreed to authorise officers to take formal enforcement action under the relevant planning legislation to have the structure removed and to seek the cessation of the unauthorised use.

Action:  Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services

REG(06)85
THE NAMING OF THE UPPER FORTH CROSSING

There was submitted a report by Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member.

The Committee agreed to note the content of this report and to support the name of “Clackmannanshire Bridge” as the name of the bridge crossing the upper Forth.  The Committee further agreed to ask officers to bring a report to Council with an action plan for:

· consulting with members of the public through the Clacks 1000, local press,  Clacksweb and local supermarkets

· making representations to Ministers, MSPs, MPs, and prospective MSPs/MPs

· liaising with Fife and Falkirk Councils

Action:  Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services

