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Development and Environmental Services 
Kilncraigs, Greenside Street, Alloa, FK10 1EB 
Telephone: 01259 450000   

 

Section 57(1)(b) of The Licensing (Scotland) Act, 2005 (the Act) requires that the 
Licensing Board notifies the Licensing Standards Officer for the area in relation to any 
application for an occasional licence. This section further provides that the Licensing 
Standards Officers is provided with a copy of the application.  

Having considered the content of the application I have the following comments to 
make: 

1. The application relates to a competitive amateur youth boxing event. The bouts 
are to take place within a boxing style ring erected on the ground floor of the 
Town Hall, and will involve competitors and spectators from aged 9/10 years 
upwards 

2. The event is to be licensed between 7.00pm until Midnight on Friday 18 May, 
2018. 

3. Approximately 300-350 persons may attend the event. 

4. 5 SIA licensed stewards will be on duty at the event. 

5. Boxing at all levels is an emotional, full contact aggressive sport, and although 
the competitors are disciplined and controlled, this discipline is often not mirrored 
by all of the spectators attending the event. Information received by the Licensing 
Standards Officer indicates that it is common place for emotionally charged 
spectators, in the ringside area to become extremely verbally abusive towards 
the opponent of the boxer they are supporting. One witness who attends regular 
youth boxing events describes this type of behaviour as common place, quite 
threatening and intimidating. Taking this information into consideration and 
bearing in mind the Licensing Board's own statement of Licensing Policy, in 
which they (the Board) properly recognise that children should not be 
unnecessarily exposed to certain types of adult behaviour, the Board must 
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consider whether or not the obligations of the protecting children from harm 
licensing objective can be appropriately met by allowing 10-15 year old children 
full access to the stage and ringside area. 

6. The application seeks consent for both spectators and competitors under the age 
of 18 to be permitted on the premises. Children as young as 10 years of age are 
expected to attend and remain on the premises until the end of the event and for 
children and young persons to access all licensed areas – subject to any local 
conditions. 

7. Previous sporting events, with a licence to sell alcohol in Clackmannanshire 
Town Hall, including those sporting events involving martial arts and boxing have 
restricted children’s and young persons access to the Balcony, changing rooms 
and competition and preparation areas (ie stage or ring), where any persons 
under 18 must be appropriately supervised by an adult. No alcohol has been 
permitted in these areas.  This approach has proven to be successful. 

8. The premises are suitable for an event of this nature. 

9. In the event that the Licensing Board decide to grant this application, in 
promoting the licensing objectives I would suggest that the following matters are 
those which would be best controlled by local conditions on the licence. 

   

 Sufficient SIA Licensed Stewards to be on duty ( a minimum of 5 would 
appear to satisfy the arrangements for the event and layout of the 
premises) 

 A written age verification policy should be prepared prior to the event and 
all Staff including stewards to be briefed in relation this policy.  

 Stewards and all bar staff to be briefed by licensee/organiser re any local 
conditions imposed. 

 Use of plastic bottles and plastic drinking vessels. ie all drinks to be either 
dispensed in plastic glasses or bottles or decanted into a suitable plastic 
container by the bar staff before being supplied to the customer. 

 Controls on the movement and supervision of youth competitors and 
spectators to avoid the risk of them being exposed to unsuitable 
behaviour. 

 

 

Paul Fair 

 

Licensing Standards Officer. 
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Amateur Boxing Event - Alloa Town Hall 14 September, 2018  

Appendix A - Suggested Local Conditions 

 All alcohol and other drinks must be sold in or supplied to the customer in, or 
decanted into, plastic or polycarbonate Bottles and drinking vessels. No glass 
or metal containers are to be given to the customer. 

 Only alcohol sold at the event by the licensee can be consumed at the event. 

 A minimum of 5 SIA Licensed Stewards must be on duty to control entry to the 
premises, to monitor any area immediately outside the premises used by persons 
attending the event who have temporarily left to smoke, and to monitor and 
supervise the behaviour of persons within the venue. In particular to monitor the 
wellbeing of children and young persons in the balcony area. 

 At all times at least 1 SIA Licensed Steward will be responsible for monitoring the 
Balcony area to ensure that no alcohol is taken into this area.  

 At least one person who holds a suitable first aid qualification must be on duty at 
the event. 

 At least one Personal Licence Holder must be on the premises for the duration of 
event, and be responsible for authorising all sales of alcohol 

 Only trained staff will be permitted to make sales of alcohol, and all staff 
authorised to serve and sell alcohol will have with them a training certificate in 
the prescribed form. Trained Staff means staff trained in accordance with the 
Licensing (Training of Staff)(Scotland) Regulations, 2007. 

 Any music or other entertainment must cease at no later than 15 minutes prior to 
the end of licensed hours. 

 Except when competing in a boxing match All Children and Young Persons must 
remain in the company of an adult over the age of 18 years of age and must 
remain in either the changing rooms or in the upper Balcony area for the 
duration of the event. 

 No Alcohol is to be taken into or consumed within the changing rooms, Balcony, 
foyer, stairwells, upper landings or toilets. 

 Full particulars (Name, Date of Birth and SIA Badge No.) of the SIA Stewards to 
be employed at the event will be provided in writing to the Licensing Standards 
Officer at least 48 hours prior to the event. 
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