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Compulsory Purchase of 105 Square metres of land at Alloa 
Railway Station

	Prepared by: 
Jackie McGuire, Lead Officer Stirling- Alloa- Kincardine Rail Project


1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. In the course of the land assembly workstream for the SAK Project the Project Team has identified a small area of land forming part of the site of the new Alloa railway station for which no title can be located.  It is necessary for the Council to obtain title to this plot of land in order that it can be transferred to Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (NRIL) as an integral part of the railway. As no owner has been identified for the land in question the Council cannot take title by agreement. In the circumstances it is proposed that the Council takes title by promoting a compulsory purchase order. 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. It is recommended that the Council makes the under noted resolution in respect of the plan attached to this report.

Clackmannanshire Council hereby resolves to make the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act, 1997, Alloa Station, Compulsory Purchase Order 2008, in respect of the area of land extending to 105 square metres or thereby, being part of the site of Alloa railway station and shown on the plan annexed to this report. 

This resolution is supported by the statement of need annexed to this report.
2.2. It is also recommended that the Council approves the attached Statement of Reasons in respect of the Order.
3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1
When the land referencing (title searches) was carried out in connection with the 
Stirling Alloa 
Kincardine Rail project, the area of land that is shown on the plan 
annexed to this report was thought to belong to NRIL.  Since then, however, 
extensive searches 
have not identified the owners of this plot of land. The land 

cannot therefore be 
acquired by agreement.  The land is, however, required in 
connection with the station site and in particular the station platform.  

3.2. 
NRIL have made it clear that the land is required for the purposes of the station.  Consequently the Council is required to obtain title to the land and to transfer it to them. Although the plot is small it is required in connection with the station platform and NRIL parking spaces (to be used for maintenance purposes).
3.3. 
The Stirling – Alloa- Kincardine Railway and Linked Improvements Act 2004 does not 
empower the Council to acquire this particular plot of land by compulsory purchase. 
The Council does, however, have the power to purchase the land under the 
provisions of 
section 189 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
(TCPSA) on the basis that the land is required for a purpose which it is necessary to 
achieve in the interests of the of the proper planning of the area in which the land is 
situated. (Clackmannanshire). In the absence of the necessary powers under the 
railway act it is recommended that the Council invokes its powers under the 
TCPSA.

3.4. 
NRIL are aware of the present situation and understand that if the Council is to 
acquire title by means of compulsory purchase the acquisition process will not be 
completed by the time the Council is required to transfer the title to the railway. They 
have however, agreed to proceed on the basis that the compulsory purchase  
process is underway at the point in time the line opens.  The title to the plot to be 
acquired  by compulsory purchase will be transferred as soon as the acquisition 
process has been completed.
3.5. 
Transport Scotland have indemnified the Council against costs arising in the event of 
an entitled party seeking compensation as a consequence of the compulsory 
purchase of the land.  Additionally the Council will be kept free from the cost of the 
acquisition which will be funded by Transport Scotland.  These matters are covered 
by the funding letter previously issued by Transport Scotland.
4.0. CONCLUSIONS
4.1.
For the reasons contained in the attached Statement of Reasons, the Council should agree to the compulsory acquisition of the land shown on the plan annexed to this report and should ensure that the process of acquisition is commenced as soon as possible 

5.0
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

5.1     No direct sustainability implications arise from the recommendations contained in this 
report.
6.0.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1      The recommendations contained in this report do not have any financial implications 
for the Council.
6.2.
Declarations
(1)
The recommendations contained within this report support or implement Corporate Priorities, Council Policies and/or the Community Plan:

·      Corporate Priorities (Key Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
Achieving Potential





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Maximising Quality of Life





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Securing Prosperity





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Enhancing the Environment





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Maintaining an Effective Organisation




 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
· Council Policies  (Please detail)

· Community Plan (Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

Community Safety     





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Economic Development





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Environment and Sustainability





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Health Improvement





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
(2)
In adopting the recommendations contained in this report, 

 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
the Council is acting within its legal powers. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

(3)
The full financial implications of the recommendations contained
 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
in this report are set out in the report.  This includes a reference
to full life cycle costs where appropriate. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
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____________________________
Jackie McGuire
Lead Officer Stirling Alloa Kincardine Rail Project 
____________________________
Director
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