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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. The Council has a statutory obligation to provide burial grounds for the people of Clackmannanshire. A Cemeteries strategy for providing this service was approved by the Council in May 2003, and we now present an updated strategy copies of which have been placed in each of the Group rooms. 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. It is recommended that the Council:
2.2. (a) approve the cemeteries strategy for future provision and continuation of investment in Clackmannanshire's Cemeteries and
2.3. (b) note that the required financial investment will be subject to formal approval as part of the Council's general services capital programmes. 

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. The previous strategy has been financially supported through funding from the Council's capital programme. All actions have been implemented other than, land acquisition and agreement for car parking facilities at Tillicoultry and Muckhart Cemeteries.  The consultants report accompanying this paper carries forward these two projects and reviews current capacity, future extensions and improvements to facilities in all our cemeteries. 
4.0 STRATEGIC PLAN

The main findings from the strategy are: 

4.1. The Hillfoots cemeteries are a priority due to the diminishing burial space at Dollar and Alva. The proposed extension at Alva between the cemetery and housing will give adequate future provision. As Alva has capacity for six years burial space remaining, plans for this project will require implementation in 2009-10. The existing cemetery at Dollar has reached capacity, use of an additional area next to the driveway will give a further 2/3 years provision. The proposed new site at Kelly Burn Dollar will meet the future need for burial space in Dollar. The decision to grant outline planning permission at Dollar has been before the Scottish Ministers who have indicated to the Council that the application can proceed.   
4.2. Provision of a new Woodland burial ground will give additional burial space and extend the choice of type of burial to Clackmannanshire's people. The woodland burial offers a "return to nature", for anyone wishing to be buried with trees, wild flowers and wildlife. The proposed woodland site in Alva has good vehicle access, is Council owned and nestles in to the foot of the Ochil Hills.
4.3. At Tillicoultry the need for suitable car parking, on new ground to the east will greatly improve facilities at the existing cemetery. Early provision of a car park in 2009-10 on new land to the east will greatly improve access and provide a parking facility. Burial capacity exists for over 30 years on the present site. 

4.4. Sunnyside, Tullibody and Clackmannan cemeteries have adequate burial capacity for over 25 years. The strategy highlights the opportunity to convert an existing stone building in Clackmannan cemetery into an open sided roofed seating area and gardens. The action plan for these cemeteries also provides for upgrading existing footpaths. 
4.5. To improve operations and servicing as well as public access it will be necessary to implement further infrastructure upgrading works to the buildings at Sunnyside and Alva cemeteries. This is included in this years capital programme, and will ensure an acceptable standard of mess facilities for staff and delivery of service.

5.0 CONCLUSIONS

5.1. The strategy and report sets out the current capacity of our cemeteries and future investment required to achieve continuity of quality services. The Burial grounds service aims through this strategy to continue to provide a choice of quality burial space for the people of Clackmannanshire.
6.0 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

6.1. Continuing to provide cemeteries within walking distance of a community gives people quality green space which can enhance funerals and helps people to grieve. By introducing a Woodland Burial site in Clackmannanshire people will have an additional option for burial in a sustainable designed site which will benefit biodiversity and create a woodland long-term. 
7.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1. The estimated financial implications will be subject to formal Council approval as part of future capital programmes.
7.0
DECLARATIONS
(1)
The recommendations contained within this report support or implement Corporate Priorities, Council Policies and/or the Community Plan:

·      Corporate Priorities (Key Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
Achieving Potential





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Maximising Quality of Life





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Securing Prosperity





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Enhancing the Environment





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Maintaining an Effective Organisation




 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
· Council Policies  (Please detail)
· Community Plan (Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

Community Safety     





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Economic Development





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Environment and Sustainability





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Health Improvement





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
(2)
In adopting the recommendations contained in this report, 

 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
the Council is acting within its legal powers. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

(3)
The full financial implications of the recommendations contained
 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
in this report are set out in the report.  This includes a reference
to full life cycle costs where appropriate. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
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