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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. On March 13th 2008 Council approved a policy on the making up and adoption of "private" roads. In accordance with the policy private roads have been prioritised using relevant criteria and the top five ranked roads have been surveyed, improvements identified and provisionally costed.
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. It is recommended that Council:


(a)
 approve the prioritised roads such that the Director of Development & 

Environmental Services can approach the affected frontagers to 


confirm whether a majority wish the roads to be adopted insofar as 


they would be prepared to fund the outstanding balance in proportion 

to their length of frontage and

(b)
note that any Council funding would require to be approved 



subsequently as part of the Capital Programme.

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. As identified in the report to Council on 13th March 2008 there are a significant number of "private" roads in Clackmannanshire and a number of these are used by the public to varying degrees. The Council as Roads Authority has discretionary powers to contribute to the cost of carrying out work on private roads; carry out emergency works to private roads and adopt private roads which have been brought up to a satisfactory standard.

3.2. To identify which roads should be pursued as the highest priority a scoring system was established which took account of whether or not the road was residential; whether or not it served a charitable or religious role; whether or not there was a significant educational, recreational, social or public transport association with the road; whether there were any developer issues; if the road formed a link joining two public roads and if the Council were frontagers to the road.
3.3. All of the private roads serving two or more properties, of which the Council is aware, were assessed and ranked strictly in accordance with the scoring system. The resulting prioritised list is attached as Appendix 1. The five roads which were identified as being the highest priority were surveyed and necessary upgrading works identified and costed. Evaluation sheets for these five roads are attached as Appendix 2.
3.4. In summary


Park Road South, Menstrie (Upgrading, new footway & lighting)
£ 61,000


Dirleton Lane, Alloa (Upgrading, new footway & lighting)

£114,000


Duke Street, Alva (Upgrading road, footway & lighting)

£  10,200


Drumburn Rd, Muckhart (Overlay & upgrade lighting)


£  15,000


Forthbank Access Rd (Upgrading, new footway & lighting)

£  33,500
3.5. The policy agreed in March indicated the general level of contribution the Council would make towards upgrading provided the frontagers  wished the road to be adopted and were prepared to fund the amount outstanding beyond the Council's contribution. The Council's proposed contribution in each of the above cases would be:-


Park Road South, Menstrie

£40,750

Dirleton Lane, Alloa



£59,750

Duke Street, Alva



£  5,350

Drumburn Road, Muckhart


£  5,000

Forthbank Access Road is an industrial road and so the Council contribution would be 0%. However the Council are part owners of the road and so would require to fund their share of the upgrading costs.

3.6. If a majority of frontagers do not wish the road to be adopted then the Council have the option to serve a Section 13 Notice requiring the road to be upgraded to an acceptable standard. The alternative would be to abandon plans to adopt the road in question.
4.0 CONCLUSIONS

4.1. Many private roads are in need of upgrading at significant cost to bring them to an acceptable standard commensurate with their usage. While it is not a statutory duty, under existing legislation, the Council may agree to contribute to the cost of the identified work. Alternatively the Council may issue a Notice under Section 13 of The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 which requires the frontagers to bring the road up to a specified standard.
5.0 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

5.1. Upgrading of private roads will bring improvements to the transport network.


6.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1. The financial implications will depend on the level of contribution Council agrees to make to each individual scheme. Funding for any approved schemes would be bid for through the Capital Programme.
6.2.
Declarations
(1)
The recommendations contained within this report support or implement Corporate Priorities, Council Policies and/or the Community Plan:

·      Corporate Priorities (Key Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
Achieving Potential





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Maximising Quality of Life





(
Securing Prosperity





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Enhancing the Environment





(
Maintaining an Effective Organisation




(
· Council Policies  (Please detail)


Local Transport Strategy
· Community Plan (Themes) (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

Community Safety     





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Economic Development





 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
Environment and Sustainability





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
Health Improvement





 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
(2)
In adopting the recommendations contained in this report, 

 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
the Council is acting within its legal powers. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()

(3)
The full financial implications of the recommendations contained
 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
in this report are set out in the report.  This includes a reference
to full life cycle costs where appropriate. (Please tick  MACROBUTTON UncheckIt ()
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