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MINUTE OF MEETING of the CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL held within the Council Chamber, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 13th MARCH 2008.

PRESENT
Provost Derek Stewart (Chair)



Councillor Donald Balsillie



Councillor John Biggam



Councillor Janet Cadenhead



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Eddie Carrick



Councillor Kenneth Earle



Councillor Irene Hamilton



Councillor Craig Holden



Councillor George Matchett



Councillor Walter McAdam



Councillor Bobby McGill



Councillor Harry McLaren



Councillor Reverend Sam Ovens



Councillor Janis Paterson



Councillor Gary Womersley


IN ATTENDANCE
Dave Jones, Chief Executive



Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services



Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services


Deirdre Cilliers, Head of Social Work



Barry Dickson, Head of Business Improvement and Technology Services


Jim Goodall, Head of Education


Aileen Littlejohn, Support Services Manager, Chief Executive’s Service


Elaine McPherson, Head of Strategic Policy


Muir Wilson, Head of Finance
Before the start of business, the Council made a presentation to Apprentice of the Year Finalist, Darren Hammond, Development and Environmental Services.  

A presentation was also made to Derek Barr, Procurement Manager, Corporate Development Services, on being made a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply (CIPS).

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Mark English and Councillor Tina Murphy.

In terms of Standing Order 10, the Provost indicated that correspondence from Inverclyde Council in relation to carrying of offensive weapons would be taken as the final item of business.  The matter would be considered to allow a response to be sent to Inverclyde Council at the earliest opportunity.

CC.105/100

MINUTES OF MEETINGS

(a)
Minute of Meeting held on Thursday 31st January 2008

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 31st January 2008, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 31st January 2008 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

(b)
Minute of Special Meeting held on Monday 18th February 2008

There was submitted a minute of the special meeting held on Monday 18th February 2008, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the Special Meeting held on Monday 18th February 2008 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

CC.106
MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2008 AND CONTINUED ON WEDNESDAY 5TH MARCH 2008

There was submitted a minute of the special meeting held on Thursday 21st February 2008 and continued on Wednesday 5th March 2008, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.
The minute of the special meeting held on Thursday 21st February 2008 and continued on Wednesday 5th March 2008 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.
CC.107
DRAFT SINGLE OUTCOME AGREEMENT

There was submitted a report by Elaine McPherson, Head of Strategic Policy, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The  Council agreed to approve the latest draft of the Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) for submission to the Scottish Government.

The Council also agreed to note that a revised and final draft of the SOA will come before the Council by the end of June subsequent to discussions with the Scottish Government on the contents of the document.

Action: Dave Jones, Chief Executive
CC.108
CORPORATE DEBT POLICY AND CORPORATE WRITE OFF POLICY

There was submitted a report by Brian Jeffrey, Revenue Services Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the Corporate Debt Policy (attached as Appendix 1 of the report) and the Corporate Debt Write Off Policy (attached as Appendix 2 of the report).

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services
CC.109
REVISED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

There was submitted a report by Paul Kelly, Auditor, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

On a division, the Council agreed by 11 votes to 5 to note the amendments to the Financial Regulations and to approve the Revised Financial Regulations as set out in Appendix 1 of the report subject to reference to Contract Standing Orders being included in Section 14 of the Financial Regulations.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services
CC.110
SENIOR MANAGEMENT REVIEW – SERVICES TO PEOPLE

There was submitted a report by Dave Jones, Chief Executive, and Brian Hutchison, Head of Human Resources, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

On a division, the Council agreed by 10 votes to 6 to approve proposals outlined in the report for a review of the senior management arrangements within Services to People; the output of which will be a report to Council seeking approval for any changes recommended as part of the review process.

Action: Dave Jones, Chief Executive/Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services
CC.111
POTENTIAL ACQUISITION OF GARTMORN DAM
There was submitted a report by Julie Hamilton, Strategy and Support Manager, and Mac West, Development Manager (Roads and Transportation), a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Carrick moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Amendment

That recommendation 2.1(c) be amended by the deletion of the words, “but as an option of last resort if a better alternative is unavailable”.

Moved by Councillor Womersley, seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

Councillor McAdam asked for a roll call vote.  The Council agreed that a vote be taken by calling the roll and at this stage there were 16 Members present who were eligible to vote.  On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:

For the Amendment

Councillors Womersley, McAdam, Paterson, Hamilton and Balsillie.

Against the Amendment

Councillors Biggam, Campbell, Carrick, Cadenhead, McGill, Earle, McLaren, Ovens, Matchett and Provost Stewart.

Abstain

Councillor Holden.

The amendment was defeated by 10 votes to 5 with one abstention.

The motion was carried unanimously.

Accordingly, the Council agreed:-

(a) 
That officers continue work to clarify potential acquisition costs and risks/liabilities.

(b)
That officers examine various financial and management models and consider these options.

(c)
the principle of Council acquisition, subject to satisfactory conclusion of (a) and (b), but as an option of last resort if a better alternative is unavailable.
Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

CC.112
OCHILS LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP, STAGE 2 APPLICATION

There was submitted a report by Rosslyn Mills, Landscape Partnership Officer, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillors Carrick and Balsillie declared an interest in this item and withdrew from the Chamber.
The Council agreed to approve the three themes and resulting projects outlined in Appendix A of the report in submitting the application for the Landscape Partnership Funding.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

Councillors Carrick and Balsillie returned to the meeting at this point in the proceedings.

Councillor Matchett withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings.
CC.113
FORTH VALLEY BUSINESS GATEWAY CONTRACT

There was submitted a report by Brian Blackburn, Project Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Strategy and Support Manager, Development and Environmental Services, pointed out that Paragraph 3.3 of the report should now be amended to indicate that SEFV will be transferring one member of staff who has had responsibility of running the contract.

The Council agreed that Falkirk Council becomes the lead authority to deliver the Forth Valley Business Gateway Contract (FVBG) subject to the provision of satisfactory financial and management arrangements being agreed with Scottish Enterprise, the Scottish Government and CoSLA prior to the exchange of contracts.  
Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services
CC.114
AWARD OF JOINT CONSULTANCY SERVICES TERM COMMISSION 2008/10

There was submitted a report by Mac West, Development Manager (Roads and Transportation), a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed :-

(a)
To note the purpose of the consultancy services term commission arrangements, and its role as the Council’s supplier of supplementary professional services for roads, transportation and environmental related matters.

(b)
To approve the appointment of Scotland Transerve as preferred term consultant with Halcrow and Atkins as reserve term consultants with effect from 1st April 2008 for an initial duration of two years.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services
CC.115
JOINT TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE

There was submitted a report by Ian Doctor, Health and Consumer Services Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

On a division, the Council agreed by 14 votes to 1 that the joint working arrangement for Trading Standards, between Stirling Council and Clackmannanshire Council, is formalised by proceeding with the following outstanding matters: -
(1) the formalisation of the arrangement by a Service Level Agreement.

(2) The setting of a budget that takes into account the financial savings that can be accrued from having a single joint service, and

(3) The formal transfer of staff to Stirling Council under TUPE.

Councillor Holden asked that his reasons for dissent be recorded in the minute; that a decision should be deferred pending formal response from Trade Unions.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services
CC.116
SALE OF COUNCIL LAND, PARK STREET, COALSNAUGHTON

There was submitted a report by George Adamson, Team Leader, Estates, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor McGill moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.

Councillor Holden asked for a roll call vote.  The Council agreed that a vote be taken by calling the roll and at this stage there were 15 Members present who were eligible to vote.  On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:

For the motion to approve:

Provost Stewart, Councillors Ovens, McLaren, Earle, McGill, Cadenhead, Carrick and Campbell.

Against the motion to approve:

Councillors Holden, Balsillie, Hamilton, Paterson, McAdam and Womersley.

Abstain:

Councillor Biggam.

On a division, the Council agreed by 8 votes to 6 with one abstention to approve the sale of a 4.6 acre site located immediately to the north of Park Street, Coalsnaughton, to Hazledene (Coalsnaughton) Ltd at a price to be determined by referral to the District Valuer;  the sale to be subject to the purchaser undertaking major works of stabilisation and grouting plus the removal of invasive foreign plant species from the entire development site.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services
CC.117
CORRESPONDENCE FROM INVERCLYDE COUNCIL
There was submitted correspondence from Inverclyde Council, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.
The Provost agreed to accept this item onto the agenda to allow a response to be sent to The Inverclyde Council at the earliest opportunity.

At its meeting on 21 February 2008, The Inverclyde Council unanimously agreed to support the undernoted motion relative to the carrying of offensive weapons.

“That any person convicted of carrying an offensive weapon receives a minimum custodial sentence whether the weapon was used or not.  The minimum sentence can be decided by the Scottish Government after consultation with the judiciary who could implement a statute (act).

That other local authorities be asked to support this motion before it is forwarded to the Scottish Government for consideration.”

On a division of 4 votes for, 10 votes against and one abstention, the Inverclyde Council motion relative to the carrying of offensive weapons was not supported by the Clackmannanshire Council.

Action: Dave Jones, Chief Executive
The meeting concluded at 1.45 pm.
