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MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING of the CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY 5th MARCH 2008, within the Council Chamber, Greenfield, Alloa.  Meeting continued from THURSDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2008.

PRESENT
Provost Derek Stewart (Chair)



Councillor Donald Balsillie






Councillor John Biggam






Councillor Janet Cadenhead






Councillor Alastair Campbell






Councillor Eddie Carrick






Councillor Kenneth Earle






Councillor Mark English






Councillor Irene Hamilton






Councillor Craig Holden






Councillor George Matchett






Councillor Walter McAdam






Councillor Bobby McGill






Councillor Harry McLaren






Councillor Tina Murphy






Councillor Reverend Sam Ovens






Councillor Janis Paterson






Councillor Gary Womersley


IN ATTENDANCE
Dave Jones, Chief Executive



Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services



Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services



Deirdre Cilliers, Head of Social Services



John Gillespie, Head of Housing Services


Jim Goodall, Head of Education



Ewart McAuslane, Head of Environmental Services



Elaine McPherson, Head of Strategic Policy



Lisa Simpson, Legal Services Manager (Clerk to the Committee)



Muir Wilson, Head of Finance

The Legal Services Manager clarified that this meeting has been continued from the Special Council Meeting of 21 February 2008 to consider the Council’s Revenue Budget 2008/09 along with a further three items of business.

CC.100
COUNCIL’S REVENUE BUDGET 2008/09

There had been submitted previously a report by Muir Wilson, Head of Finance, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member on 13 February 2008.

At the meeting on 21 February 2008, Councillor Cadenhead, seconded by Councillor Matchett, had moved a motion to approve a set of budget estimates, budget variations and budget savings.  Councillor Balsillie, seconded by Councillor Womersley, had then moved an amended set of budget estimates, budget variations and budget savings. 

At this stage in the proceedings, it was agreed that Council would now consider and debate the amendment that had been put forward by Councillor Balsillie on 21 February.  Council also had intimation of a further amendment from the Administration.  
Councillor Balsillie confirmed that he had no further amendment to that of 21 February but would withdraw an indication from his budget statement of 21 February that the Council tax is set at 0% for the next 3 years 2008/09, 2009/10 and 2010/11 and would propose instead that the Council tax is frozen only for 2008/09.

The Council then heard an update from the Head of Finance on the current financial position as at 5 March 2008 and had opportunity to put questions to officers.  
Following debate on Councillor Balsillie’s amendment, the matter was put to the vote.  Councillor Holden asked for a roll call vote.  The Council agreed that a vote be taken by calling the roll and at this stage there were 18 Members present who were eligible to vote.  On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:

For the Amendment (i)

Councillors Womersley, English, Paterson, Hamilton, Murphy, Balsillie, McAdam and Biggam.

Against the Amendment (i)

Councillors Campbell, Carrick, Cadenhead, McGill, McLaren, Earle, Ovens, Matchett and Provost Stewart.

Abstain

Councillor Holden.

The amendment was defeated by 9 votes to 8 with one abstention.

Amendment (ii)
To apportion the level of savings required to approve a balanced budget for 2008/09 in accordance with figures now tabled and marked ‘A2’.  Variations from those previously tabled are clearly indicated in RED.

Moved by Councillor Cadenhead.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.
The Council agreed to adjourn for 15 minutes at this point in the proceedings (10.30am) to allow members opportunity to consider the amendment.  When the meeting resumed at 10.45 am, all 18 Councillors were present.
Before the amendment (ii) was put to the vote, the Council agreed unanimously to agree a 0% increase in Council Tax for 2008/09.

Councillor Holden asked for a roll call vote.  The Council agreed that a vote be taken by calling the roll and at this stage there were 18 Members present who were eligible to vote.  On the roll being called the Members present voted as follows:

For the Amendment (ii)
Provost Stewart, Councillors Matchett, Ovens, Earle, McLaren, McGill, Cadenhead, Carrick and Campbell.

Against the Amendment (ii)
Councillors Holden, Biggam, McAdam, Balsillie, Murphy, Hamilton, Paterson, English and Womersley.
The vote on the amendment (ii) was 9 votes for and 9 votes against. 
The amendment was subsequently carried on the casting vote of the Provost.
Accordingly, the Council agreed:

· 0% increase in Council Tax for 2008/09.

· To apportion the level of savings required to approve a balanced budget for 2008/09.

· To approve the revenue budget for 2008/09 which meets the statutory requirement of being a balanced budget.

· To monitor through the Scrutiny Committee during the forthcoming year, projected movement on the level of uncommitted balances in respect of the target suggested at paragraph 6.3 of the report.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services
CC.101
MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING (2) HELD ON 21 FEBRUARY 2008

There was submitted a minute of the Special Meeting (2) held on Thursday 21st February 2008, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the Special Meeting (2) held on Thursday 21st February 2008 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

CC.102
3 YEAR GENERAL SERVICES CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09 TO 2010/11

There had been submitted previously a report by Kish Parmar, Principal Accountant, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member on 13 February 2008.

On a division, Council agreed by 9 votes to 0 to approve the 3 year General Services Capital Programme set out in the report and to approve the projects previously funded by ring-fenced grants but now to be funded from the new General Capital Grant:

· School Fund

· 20 mph Speed Reduction

· SESTran Public Transport and Walking

· SUStran Cycle Routes

· Other Regional Transport Projects.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services

CC.103
PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2008/09 TO 2010/11

There had been submitted previously a report by Kish Parmar, Principal Accountant, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member on 13 February 2008.

The Accounting and Budgeting Manager pointed out that Paragraph 4.1 of the report (Ratio of financing costs to net revenue stream) should be amended to read:


2007/08

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11


Dec Out-turn
Estimate
Estimate
Estimate


General Fund
6.88%

6.73%

7.51%

7.96%
The Council agreed to approve the prudential indicators set out in the report (as amended) for the years 2008/09 to 2010/11.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services

CC.104
HOUSING REVENUE BUDGET 2008/09 AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/11
There had been submitted previously a report by John Gillespie, Head of Housing, Property and Benefit Advice, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member on 13 February 2008.

On a division, the Council agreed by 17 votes to 1 to:
· Approve the estimates of income and expenditure as set out in the report.

· Approve an increased level for Council house rents of 4.8% for financial year 2008/09 (2% plus inflation held at 2.8%, September figures)

· Approve the same level of increase to be applied to charges for lock-ups, garage sites and the Travelling Persons’ site.

· Approve the proposed Housing (HRA) Capital Programme for 2008/09 as set out in Appendix 4 of the report, with officers required to bring forward more detailed proposals as soon as these are available.

Action: Dave Jones, Chief Executive

The meeting concluded at 12.30 pm.
