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1.0 Summary

1.1 The white paper ‘Scotland’s transport future’, produced in 2004, sets out the vision and policy direction of the Scottish Executive.  In order to deliver improved transport throughout Scotland, Local Authorities are asked to develop their own Local Transport Strategies detailing how national and regional objectives will be delivered locally.  The three documents that are the subject of this report support, and should be read alongside, the Local Transport Strategy approved by the Council on 19th October, 2006.


1.2 The Local Transport Strategy was subject to the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process.  As a result the Transport and The Environment Report was developed to demonstrate the environmental baseline and sets aims with respect to transport.


1.3 National targets for 2010 for road casualty reductions were set by the Scottish Executive in 2000 in ‘Tomorrow’s roads – safer for everyone’.  The Road Safety Plan for Clackmannanshire 1998 –1999 was the last adopted plan for road safety and consequently did not take cognisance of the new targets.  A new Road Safety Plan has been developed for the period 2006 to 2009.  It demonstrates how Clackmannanshire is currently performing in relation to the national targets and details measures that will be introduced to ensure the Council will both achieve and where possible, exceed the 2010 targets.


1.4 The Road Traffic Reduction Report will replace the previous Report contained within the ‘Transport Strategy and Road Traffic Reduction Plan 2001 to 2004’.  The Road Traffic Reduction Report covers the period 2006 to 2009 and sets out revised targets for traffic reduction within Clackmannanshire.


2.0 Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that the Council approve:-

(i) the Transport and The Environment Report.
(ii)  the Road Safety Plan.
(iii) the Road Traffic Reduction Report.



3.0 Background

3.1 In 1999 Clackmannanshire Council approved its ‘Transport Strategy and Road Traffic Reduction Plan 2001 to 2004’.  The Council has a statutory responsibility under the Road Traffic Reduction Act 1997 to demonstrate what will be done locally to reduce traffic levels.  The Local Transport Strategy 2006 – 2009 (approved 19th October) will help us to meet the requirements of the Act and support national and regional transport strategies, policies and objectives.  



3.2 Clackmannanshire is currently experiencing a period of economic growth and as a result there is more traffic on the road network, contributing to increasing congestion and delays, increased carbon emissions and potentially more risk of accidents.  Consequently the three documents that support the Local Transport Strategy address some of these issues to allow transport to be managed to facilitate economic growth whilst protecting the environment and reducing accident casualties.


3.3 In the coming three years the Council will carry out a package of actions that will:


· Maximise the efficiency and safety of the roads and transportation network

· Look at improving modal choices, reduce single occupancy vehicle trips and reduce the need to travel overall

· Provide a safe and effective network for pedestrians and cyclists

· Manage travel to reduce its environmental impact


3.4 The Council is required to monitor the success of the Road Traffic Reduction Report and submit a progress report on an annual basis to the Scottish Executive.  This will be undertaken as part of the Local Transport Strategy review.  


3.5 The Road Safety Plan and the Council’s progress in meeting the national targets are monitored in conjunction with the Central Scotland Roads Accident Investigation Unit and Central Scotland Police.


3.6 The Strategic Environmental Assessment will be subject to annual review and as part of this the aims set in the Transport and The Environment Report will be assessed for progress.


3.7 The three documents have been offered to consultation with the public and interest groups as part of the Local Transport Strategy.  The consultation exercises were made available through Clacksweb, in Council receptions, public libraries and CAP offices.  


3.8 The Transport and The Environment Report, The Road Safety Plan and The Road Traffic Reduction Report are all available to view in the group rooms for Members, as background papers.

3.9 The documents, once approved, will be made available along with the Local Transport Strategy in hard copy and electronic form and on Clacksweb.

4.0 Conclusions

4.1
By adopting the Transport and The Environment Report, the Road Safety Plan and the Road Traffic Reduction Report, Clackmannanshire Council will meet the Scottish Executive’s requirements.  The adoption of the Strategy and these documents provides a clear picture for the public and interested organisations of where Clackmannanshire is at present, where it wants to go and how it plans to get there.

5.0 Implications to the Council

5.1
Financial Implications:  The preparation of the three documents has been undertaken within existing Council resources.  The implementation of the reports are based upon current Council expenditure plans and funds sourced from external organisations i.e. SESTRAN.  It does, however, include the flexibility to utilise future funding opportunities.

5.2 Staff Implications: Roads and Transportation can monitor and update the documents from its present staff levels.

5.3 Strategic Aims:
Create strong, active, safe and caring communities



(
Achieve local economic prosperity and stability




(
Make the most of Clackmannanshire’s unique built and 


(
natural environment

Develop a culture of personal achievement where everyone

is valued

Improve the health of the people of Clackmannanshire


(
Represent and promote the interests of all the people of


(
Clackmannanshire

Ensure that the people of Clackmannanshire receive the


(
highest quality services for the public pound

Director, Development & Environmental Services
Head of Development Services
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