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1.0  
SUMMARY

1.1
The boundaries of the five new Electoral Wards in Clackmannanshire were confirmed in the Clackmannanshire (Electoral Arrangements) Order 2006 which was made on the 13th September.  With the passing of that Order, initial preparations for the May 2007 Local Government elections can proceed with some confidence.

1.2
For the purpose of administering elections, each electoral ward has now to be divided into Polling Districts, and these in turn form the building blocks for the construction of the Electoral Register.  

1.3
The Electoral Register goes to print at the end of November and Council is recommended to approve the Polling District divisions presented as an appendix to this report.

2.0  
RECOMMENDATIONS

Council is recommended to:

(a)  Approve the designation of Polling Districts presented in Appendix A to the report and

(b)  Agree that the Returning Officer be authorised to manage all future necessary amendments to the polling district scheme, having due regard to comments offered by any member representing an area affected.

3.0  
BACKGROUND

3.1
Members have previously commented on the lateness of the making of the regulations confirming the new Clackmannanshire Ward Boundaries.   One direct effect of the timing has been to severely restrict the time available to move to confirm polling districts before the production of the new Electoral Register.   The new Register will be printed at the end of November and it is essential that the Council  takes the necessary action and decisions to ensure that the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) has the detail required to enable the production of the new Register in the correct format.

3.2
In producing the attached Polling District Scheme for approval, cognisance has been taken of a number of key factors which should be noted.

· Each polling district must be wholly contained within one electoral ward.  

· Each polling district must have an allocated polling place.   It follows therefore, that a polling place should not be outwith the boundary of the ward itself.

· Related legislation expected to be in effect for next year’s elections has a direct impact on the nature of premises that ordinarily may have been considered appropriate for polling purposes.  

· The nature of the elections in May 2007 (combined Scottish Parliament and Local Government ballots involving three different styles of voting) will have implications for polling place staffing and the accommodation requirements for polling stations.  

3.7
As far as possible, existing polling districts have been referred to as a guide for the production of the new scheme.  The ward boundaries which have existed since 1999 have themselves created some anomalies however.  Some of these can now be addressed simply as a result of the fact that the new wards cover larger geographic areas.   (one example is the closeness of polling places which has, in the past, resulted in some voters having almost to walk past one polling station to get to the correct one for their ward). 

4.0
CONSULTATIONS

4.1
All Council members were advised of the polling district proposals directly by e-mail on 20th September.   For guidance and information purposes, a map showing the polling district boundary lines has been displayed outside the Council Chambers for the five weeks following.   All comments received have been considered and incorporated where practicable.    
4.2
The Electoral Registration Officer is aware of the developments to date and has no direct comment to offer.   
5.0
OTHER ISSUES

5.1
Forth Valley GIS Services have agreed to assist by digitising the polling district boundaries.   They will be made available across Clackmannanshire on the desktop GIS system once they are approved.

6.0
SUMMARY
6.1
One of the direct consequence of the formation of new electoral wards within Clackmannanshire is that new polling districts must be agreed by Council.   The time available to consider options and reach agreement is extremely short, given that the deadline for submission prior to the Electoral Register being printed in December, is mid November 2006.

7.0
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL

7.1      Financial implications: There are no immediate financial implications arising directly from the creation of new polling districts.   


7.2      Staff implications: There are no direct staffing implications arising from the polling district review, input has been contained in normal work programmes.  


7.3      Strategic aims:

	Create strong, active, safe and caring communities
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Achieve local economic prosperity and stability
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Make the most of Clackmannanshire's unique built and natural environment


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Develop a culture of personal achievement where everyone is valued


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Improve the health of the people of Clackmannanshire
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Represent and promote the interests of all of the people of Clackmannanshire


	X

	Ensure that the people of Clackmannanshire receive the highest quality services for the public pound
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (


                                                        

Head of Administration and Legal Services
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Chief Executive/Returning Officer
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