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MINUTE OF MEETING of the CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL held within the Council Chambers, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 19th OCTOBER 2006


PRESENT
Provost Derek Stewart (Chair)



Councillor Donald Balsillie



Councillor Keith Brown



Councillor Janet Cadenhead



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor William Douglas



Councillor Kenneth Earle



Councillor Brian Fearon



Councillor Craig Holden



Councillor George Matchett



Councillor Walter McAdam



Councillor Bobby McGill



Councillor Helen McGregor



Councillor Harry McLaren



Councillor Reverend Sam Ovens



Councillor Janis Paterson



Councillor Margaret Paterson


IN ATTENDANCE
Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive



Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services



Dave Jones, Director of Services to People



Stephen Bell, Head of Development Services



Deirdre Cilliers, Head of Adult Care Services



Barry Dickson, Head of Business Improvement and Technology Services



John Gillespie, Head of Housing 



Jackie McGuire, Head of Administration and Legal Services



Gordon Stewart, Head of Property Services



Muir Wilson, Head of Finance

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Eddie Carrick and Reverend Mairi Lovett.

Before the start of business, the Provost intimated that a Kirkin’of the Council Service would be held on Sunday 29th October 2006 at 11.00 am in Clackmannan Parish Church.  Written confirmation would be circulated to members in due course.

The Provost indicated that a notice of motion submitted as urgent business by Councillor Brown would be taken as the last item of business.  In terms of Standing Order 10.2, the Provost agreed to accept the motion as an urgent item of business to allow Council to consider what can be done to seek redress for local people affected by the recent collapse of the Farepak Company.

CC.61/56
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 14th SEPTEMBER 2006 

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The minute of the meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2006 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

CC.62
TRANSFORMING PUBLIC SERVICES – THE NEXT PHASE OF REFORM

There was submitted a report by Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive, and Elaine McPherson, Head of Strategic Policy, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor M Paterson moved that Council agree the comments set out in sections 3-8 of the report as its response to Transforming Public Services – the Next Phase of Reform.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Amendment

“That Council initiates a public debate using meetings and web-based systems to inform and listen to the view of those paying for our public services (the public).”

Moved by Councillor Brown, seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

The Council agreed to support the motion as amended.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.63
CLACKMANNANSHIRE TOURISM STRATEGY

There was submitted a report by Jane Adamson, Policy Officer, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to:

(a)
Approve the Tourism Strategy for Clackmannanshire.

(b)
Approve, in principle, the Internal Tourism Plan appended to the report.

(c)
Discuss the resource implications of the Internal Tourism Plan through normal budget processes.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.64
THE CLACKMANNANSHIRE BRIDGE

There was submitted a report by Mags Cochrane, Communications and Marketing Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Fearon moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Matchett.

Amendment

To agree the recommendation subject to the undernoted amendment to:

“Support the ambitions of this campaign to see the new Upper Forth Crossing named after Clackmannanshire.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

Councillor Fearon agreed to accept the amendment.

The report as amended was agreed without division.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.65
DELEGATED POWER TO THE REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE

There was submitted a report by Aileen Littlejohn, Support Services Manager, Chief Executive’s Service, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Council agreed to extend the remit of the Regulatory Sub-Committee to include delegated authority to vary the conditions attached to Private Hire and taxi operator and drivers’ licences.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.66
ANNUAL AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2006

There was submitted a report by Muir Wilson, Head of Finance, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note the content of the Annual Audit Report as well as the Action Plan agreed with officers.

CC.67
AUDITED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2005/06

There was submitted a report by Martin Dunsmore, Accounting and Budgeting Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note and formally approve the Accounts for the financial year 2005/06.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services

CC.68
FORTH VALLEY GIS (FVGIS)

There was submitted a report by Barry Dickson, Head of Business Improvement and Technology Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the recommendation to establish a company for the future provision of GI services to the partner Councils of Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and Stirling.

The Council also agreed to approve the early commissioning of external legal and actuarial advice to assist with the preparatory work on company governance and to delegate the necessary decision-making powers to officers to ensure timely progress with the implementation work.

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services

CC.69
STAFF ESTABLISHMENT: ADDITIONAL POSTS


BENEFIT FRAUD

There was submitted a report by Richard Saunders, Fraud Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

On a division, the Council agreed by 15 votes to 1 with one abstention, to approve the following full time posts as permanent posts : -

· 1 Fraud Investigation Officer

· 1 Administrative Support Officer

Action: Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development Services

CC.70
ALLOA TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION STRATEGY

There was submitted a report by Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor M Paterson moved that Council approve the policy decisions set out at paragraphs 6.1.1 to 6.1.6 of the report.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Amendment

To agree priority 6.1.1 to exercise the Co-op store disposal and opportunity that arises, however, defer approval of further policy decision to wider public debate and input (with a view to the final proposals being taken by a new Council Administration in June 2007).

Moved by Councillor Balsillie, seconded by Councillor Douglas.

The amendment was defeated by 9 votes to 8.

The motion was carried by 9 votes to 0.

Accordingly, the Council agreed to approve the policy decisions set out at paragraphs 6.1.1 to 6.1.6 of the report.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

CC.71

LOCAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY

There was submitted a report by Lesley Deans, Principal Transportation Planner, Roads and Transportation, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the Local Transport Strategy.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

· The Council agreed to adjourn for 15 minutes at this point in the proceedings. 
· When the meeting resumed, there were 15 members present – Councillors Matchett and McGregor having withdrawn.
CC.72

SCOTTISH CLIMATE CHANGE DECLARATION

There was submitted a report by Catriona Macdonald, Principal Planner, Sustainability, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Ovens moved that Council formally declares its commitment to and agrees to sign the Scottish Climate Change Declaration.  Seconded by Councillor McLaren.

Amendment

Before signing the Scottish Climate Change Declaration, this Council agrees to sign a declaration of its commitment to make every effort to improve the quality of life for all of the citizens of Clackmannanshire.

Moved by Councillor Campbell, seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

The Council agreed unanimously to support the motion as amended.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

CC.73
HOUSING (HRA) CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006/07: MID YEAR REVIEW (5 MONTHS)

There was submitted a report by Lawrence Hunter, Service Manager, and Sheelagh Norris, Policy Planning Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note the 2006/07 projected outturns and the reasons for variances from the current approved budgets.

The Council also agreed to approve the proposed adjustments to the 2006/07 Housing (HRA) Capital Programme, including transfers between budget heads as set out in the report and Appendix 1 of the report.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.74

AMENDMENT TO THE SCHEME OF SCHOOLS’ PROVISION

There was submitted a report by Rosemary Champion, Support Services Manager, Services to People, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve a statutory consultation exercise on the proposal to amend the zoned (catchment) area boundaries of Banchory Primary School and Sunnyside Primary School to move Lornshill Academy from the zoned area of Sunnyside Primary School to the zoned area of Banchory Primary School, which is one of Lornshill Academy’s associated primary schools.

The public consultation period to run for 28 days from 30th October to 26th November 2006 and a further report on the consultation to come to Council early in 2007.  Report to make a final recommendation for amendment to the zoned area boundaries.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

· Councillor McAdam withdrew from the meeting during debate on the following item.
CC.75
PROVISION FOR THE RECEPTION OF MIGRANT WORKERS’ CHILDREN

There was submitted a report by Jim Goodall, Head of Schools and Quality Improvement, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note the information set out in the report and to approve the setting up of a reception/assessment/language teaching centre in Clackmannanshire, meeting the initial costs of this additional provision in this financial year from existing resources and in future through making appropriate provision through the overall budget process.

Council agreed to authorise officers to seek local and national support for the operation of the proposed centre.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.76
OUT OF SCHOOL CHILDCARE – INCREASE IN STAFF ESTABLISHMENT

There was submitted a report by Dave Jones, Director of Services to People, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the appointment of two new out of school childcare staff on two-year temporary contracts.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.77
WOODSIDE CHILDREN’S UNIT – DEPUTE UNIT MANAGER POST

There was submitted a report by Charlie Gracie, Team Manager, Child Care Service, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the creation of the post of Depute Unit Manager at Woodside Children’s Unit.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

· Councillor Ovens withdrew from the meeting at this point.
CC.78
YOUTH JUSTICE – SUPPORT FOR TWELVE TO SIXTEEN YEAR OLDS

There was submitted a report by Charlie Gracie, Team Leader, Child Care Services, and Carole Sime, Senior Social Worker, Child Care Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Paragraph 3.1 of the report to be amended to read:

“In 2000, a decision was made by the Council to discontinue the contract with Barnardo’s Freagarrach Project in relation to Youth Justice work with young people aged twelve to sixteen.”

On a division, the Council agreed by 8 votes to 0 to approve the extension of the existing contract with Barnardo’s Freagarrach to include work with the twelve to sixteen age group.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.79

NOTICE OF MOTION IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER 10

There was submitted a notice of motion from Councillor Keith Brown, a copy of which was made available to each Member at the start of the meeting.

The Provost agreed to accept this item onto the agenda as an urgent item of business to allow Council to consider what can be done to seek redress for local people affected by the recent collapse of the Farepak Company.

“Council agrees that the behaviour of Farepak Company has been a disgrace, affecting many local people.

Council therefore resolves to ask Trading Standards to investigate what can be done to seek redress for local people affected and to provide any support deemed appropriate.”

Moved by Councillor Brown, seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

The Council agreed unanimously to support the motion.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

