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MINUTE OF MEETING of the CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL held within the Council Chambers, Greenfield, Alloa, on THURSDAY 17th AUGUST 2006.


PRESENT
Provost Derek Stewart (Chair)



Councillor Donald Balsillie



Councillor Keith Brown



Councillor Janet Cadenhead



Councillor Alastair Campbell



Councillor Eddie Carrick
Councillor William Douglas



Councillor Kenneth Earle



Councillor Brian Fearon



Councillor Craig Holden



Councillor George Matchett



Councillor Walter McAdam



Councillor Bobby McGill



Councillor Helen McGregor



Councillor Harry McLaren



Councillor Reverend Sam Ovens



Councillor Janis Paterson



Councillor Margaret Paterson


IN ATTENDANCE
Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive



Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Services



Dave Jones, Director of Services to People



Jackie McGuire, Head of Administration and Legal Services



Gordon Stewart, Head of Property Services

Order of Business:
The Provost indicated that an additional item “Joint Working – Political Monitoring Group – report by Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive” would be taken after item 1(b) on the Agenda.  This would be taken as a matter of urgent business because work on the Joint Working proposals were already underway and there was a need to put measures in place to allow for input by elected Members. 

***

The Provost formally welcomed the news that more than 300 soldiers who were shot for military offences during World War I will receive formal pardons.

***

CC.36
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 8TH JUNE 2006

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Thursday 8th June 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Composition of the Council:  Council agreed to amend the minute to show that Councillor Craig Holden has formally resigned from the SNP Group, not the Scottish National Party as was stated in the Minute.

Subject to the above amendment, the Minute of the Meeting held on Thursday 8th June 2006 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

CC.37
MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 23RD JUNE 2006

There was submitted a minute of the meeting held on Friday 23rd June 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Minute of the Meeting held on Friday 23rd June 2006 was accepted as a correct record and signed by the Provost.

CC.38
JOINT WORKING – POLITICAL MONITORING GROUP

There was submitted a report by Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor M Paterson moved the recommendations contained in 2.1 of the report and sought nominations for the Political Monitoring Group the terms of which are noted in 2.2 of the report.  Seconded by Councillor McGill.

Councillor Fearon moved to nominate Councillor M Paterson, Councillor Carrick, Councillor Cadenhead and Councillor Rev. Sam Ovens to the Political Monitoring Group.  Seconded by Councillor Matchett.

Councillor Holden indicated he also wished to be a member of the Political Monitoring Group.

On a division,  the Council agreed by 11 votes to 7, that membership of the Political Steering Group will be Councillor M Paterson, Councillor Cadenhead, Councillor Carrick, Councillor Rev. Ovens and Councillor Holden and approved the remit as follows:

· To inform work and monitor progress on the development of proposals for increased integrated working between Stirling and Clackmannanshire Councils.


· To oversee the work of the Clackmannanshire and Stirling Project Team.


· To report to Council on these proposals as appropriate.


· To commission research or policy support in pursuit of its remit.


· Meetings will be non-decision making other than where the Political Monitoring Group decides to make recommendations to Council.  All working documents will remain confidential to the PMG although the minutes will be made available to the press and public in the same way as Council and committee minutes.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.39
CORRESPONDENCE – SCOTTISH PUBLIC PENSIONS AGENCY

There was submitted a letter from the Scottish Public Pensions Agency (SPPA), a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note the contents of the letter.

CC.40
APSE ANNUAL SEMINAR AND AWARDS 2006

There was submitted information on the APSE Annual Seminar and Awards 2006, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Carrick moved that Councillor M Paterson is nominated to attend the above seminar.  Seconded by Councillor Fearon.

On a division, the Council agreed by 10 votes to 6 with 2 abstentions, to approve Councillor M Paterson’s attendance at the APSE Annual Seminar and Awards 2006.

Action:  Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.41
TWINNING

There was submitted a report by Jane Adamson, Policy Officer, Strategic Policy, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Carrick moved that Council approve the recommendations set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor M Paterson.

Amendment

“To agree that in addition to these links, the Council investigates the establishment of a link with a suitable community in Nova Scotia, Canada.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

On a division, the Council agreed by 17 votes to 1 to enter into a twinning arrangement as detailed in the report and to investigate the establishment of a link with a suitable community in Nova Scotia.

Action: Keir Bloomer, Chief Executive

CC.42
TWO TICKS DISABILITY SYMBOL

There was submitted a report by Noreen Morrison, Human Resources, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to support the amendments required to the following policies in order for us to fully meet the commitments under the Two Ticks disability symbol:

1. Recruitment and Selection

2. Capability

3. Redeployment

Action:  Jeni Graham, Director of Corporate Development

CC.43
PROPOSED PURCHASE OF SURPLUS BOWLING GREEN, 
ALLOA CO-OP BOWLING CLUB, SUNNYSIDE ROAD, ALLOA

There was submitted a report by Gordon Stewart, Head of Property, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Douglas declared an interest in this item being a member of the Bowling Club and stated that he would not participate in the debate or the vote on this item of business.

Councillor Cadenhead moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.

Amendment

“To secure planning permission first before we authorise purchase and that a further report is brought to Council if the planning consent is approved detailing what the value would be on that basis.”

Moved by Councillor Balsillie.  Seconded by Councillor Brown.

The amendment was defeated by 11 votes to 5 with 2 abstentions.

The motion was carried by 11 votes to 1 with 6 abstentions.

Accordingly, the Council agreed to approve the purchase of the surplus bowling green at the Alloa Co-op Bowling Club, Sunnyside Road, Alloa at the District Valuer’s valuation.

Action:  Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

CC.44
SALE OF LAND ADJACENT TO SAUCHIE COMMUNITY 
GROUP CENTRE, MAR PLACE, SAUCHIE

There was submitted a report by Gordon Stewart, Head of Property, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Head of Property advised that in paragraph 2.1, the recommendation should read 
”… requirements of clause 3.8”.

Councillor Rev. Ovens moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Cadenhead.

Councillor Brown was absent from the Meeting during the vote, therefore there were 17 members present who were eligible to vote.

On a division, the Council agreed by 13 votes to 2 with 2 abstentions to approve the disposal of the land adjacent to Sauchie Community Group Centre, Mar Place, Sauchie at a valuation to be determined by the District Valuer and subject to the Community Group complying with the requirements of clause 3.8 of the report.

Action: Garry Dallas, Director of Development and Environmental Services

CC.45
STAFF ESTABLISHMENT:  ADDITIONAL POST

There was submitted a report by Jim Goodall, Head of Schools and Quality Assurance, Mike O’Connor, Principal Psychologist and Lillian McVey, Personal Adviser, Human resources, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve an additional full-time temporary post of Transition Co-ordinator to provide support to young people with high tariff additional support needs during the process of their transition from school to adulthood.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.46
AMENDMENT TO THE SCHEME OF ADMISSION TO SCHOOL:  
PLANNED S1 CAPACITY IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

There was submitted a report by Rosemary Champion, Support Services Manager, Services to People, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor McGill moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Rev. Ovens.

On a division, the Council agreed by 11 votes to 7 to approve the amendments to the Scheme of Admission to School, effective from August 2007.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.47
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN

There was submitted a report by Rosemary Champion, Support Services Manager, Services to People, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to support a campaign to raise awareness of the legal position regarding the employment of children, the purpose of which is to protect school age children from exploitation and to allow them to take full advantage of educational opportunities available to them.  The Council also agreed to support actions by Council staff and Central Scotland Police to enforce the relevant byelaw.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

· 12.45 pm - At this point in the proceedings the Council agreed to adjourn and to reconvene the meeting at 1.15 pm.  When the meeting resumed there were 18 members still present.
· Councillor J Paterson withdrew from the meeting during the next item.

CC.48
LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY

There was submitted a report by Susan White, Housing Strategy and Research Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to approve the Local Housing Strategy Update 2006 contained in Appendix 2 of the report.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

· Councillor J Paterson re-entered the meeting before the next item.

· Councillor Rev. Ovens withdrew from the meeting during debate of the following item.

CC.49
CLACKMANNANSHIRE FUEL POVERTY STRATEGY

There was submitted a report by Susan White, Housing Strategy and Research Manager, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Fearon  moved that Council approve the recommendations set out in the report and nominated Councillor Holden to champion the Fuel Poverty Strategy.  Seconded by Councillor McGill.

The Council agreed to approve the Clackmannanshire Fuel Poverty Strategy and the Action Plan contained therein for implementation and to nominate Councillor Holden to champion the eradication of fuel poverty to demonstrate the Council’s commitment to energy efficiency and the aims of the Fuel Poverty Strategy.

The Council further agreed that the Citizens Advice Scotland’s response to  “The Scottish Fuel Poverty Statement: Consultative Draft” should be circulated to all Members.   

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.50 
HOUSING SUPPORT CO-ORDINATOR

There was submitted a report by Kenny Hutton, Service Manager, Strategic Housing Services, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Matchett  moved that Council approve the recommendation set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.

Amendment

“To defer the paper.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

The amendment was defeated by 9 votes to 6 with 2 abstentions.

The motion was carried by 9 votes to 0 with 8 abstentions.

Accordingly, the Council agreed to support the appointment of a Co-ordinator post to lead the new Housing Support Team within the Homelessness section.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.51
CHIEF SOCIAL WORKER REPORT

There was submitted a report by Deirdre Cilliers, Chief  Social Work Officer, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

The Council agreed to note this report and endorse the approach to the delivery of Social Work Services.

Action: Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.52
SUPPORTING PEOPLE:  CHARGES TO CLIENTS

There was submitted a report by Dave Jones, Director of Services to People, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Matchett  moved that Council note the contents of the report.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.

Amendment

“To agree that officers be asked to investigate as a matter of urgency, the relationship between payments made by residents for housing related services, and the actual services received, in order to more clearly and fairly apply lesser charges, where lesser services are being received.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Douglas.

The Council unanimously agreed that officers are to investigate the circumstances of the particular case raised by Councillor Brown  and also investigate whether that case appears to be symptomatic of a wider problem and if it is, the wider problem is to be referred to Communities Scotland for further investigation.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.53
MEAL PREPARATION

There was submitted a report by Deirdre Cilliers, Chief Social Work Officer, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor Matchett  moved that Council approve the recommendations set out in the report.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.

Amendment 1

“To delete paragraph 2.2 and 2.3 and insert:  Council agrees to refund, in full, those service users incorrectly charged prior to September 2004 for the assistance with the preparation of food.”

Moved by Councillor Holden.  Seconded by Councillor McGregor.

Amendment 2

“Having taken, without legal authority, money from our elderly residents, Council agrees that we have a moral duty to:

a) pay them back and to;

b) seek the reimbursement of these costs from the Scottish Executive

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor Balsillie.

Amendment 3

“To delete paragraph 2.3 and amend 2.2 to read:  No money is refunded meantime to service users to cover charges made prior to September 2004.”

Moved by Councillor Paterson.  Seconded by Councillor Cadenhead.

Councillor Holden called for a roll call vote.  

· At this point in the proceedings the Council agreed to adjourn for a five minute recess.  

· Councillor McAdam withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings.

When the meeting resumed there were 16 members  present who were eligible to vote.  On the role being called, the Members present voted as follows:

	For Amendment 1
	Against Amendment 1
	Abstain from Voting Amendment 1

	Councillor Balsillie

Councillor McGregor

Councillor Holden
	Councillor M Paterson

Councillor Carrick

Councillor Fearon

Councillor McGill

Councillor McLaren

Councillor Matchett

Provost Stewart

Councillor Cadenhead

Councillor Earle
	Councillor Brown

Councillor Douglas

Councillor J Paterson

Councillor Campbell




 Amendment 1 was defeated by 9 votes to 3 with 4 abstentions.

	For Amendment 2
	Against Amendment 2
	Abstain from Voting Amendment 2

	Councillor Brown

Councillor Douglas

Councillor Balsillie

Councillor McGregor

Councillor Holden

Councillor J Paterson


	Councillor M Paterson

Councillor Carrick

Councillor Fearon

Councillor McGill

Councillor McLaren

Councillor Matchett

Provost Stewart

Councillor Cadenhead

Councillor Earle
	Councillor Campbell




Amendment 2 was defeated by 9 votes to 6 with 1 abstention.

	For Amendment 3
	Against Amendment 3
	

	Councillor M Paterson

Councillor Carrick

Councillor Fearon

Councillor McGill

Councillor McLaren

Councillor Matchett

Provost Stewart

Councillor Cadenhead

Councillor Earle

Councillor Campbell
	Councillor Brown

Councillor Douglas

Councillor Balsillie

Councillor McGregor

Councillor Holden

Councillor J Paterson


	


Amendment 3 was carried by 10 votes to 6.

Accordingly, the Council agreed to support the motion as amended by amendment 3 that Clackmannanshire Council continues to exempt meal charging from the financial assessment and that no money is refunded meantime to service users to cover charges made prior to September 2004.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People.

· Councillor Matchett withdrew from the meeting before the next item.

CC.54
NOTICE OF MOTION IN TERMS OF STANDING ORDER 31 – FIRE ALARM CALLS FROM SCHOOLS

There was submitted a notice of motion by Councillor Keith Brown, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Councillor McGill declared an interest in this item as a member of the Central Scotland Fire Board and took no further part in this item. The Provost also declared a similar interest.

“Council agrees to advise the Firemaster / Chief Fire Officer that this Council does not support the downgrading of responses to alarm calls from schools as part of the proposed re-configuration of services.

Council does not believe that alarm calls from schools should meet with anything other than a full response from the Fire Service, not least given the record of fire in schools in the Central area in recent years.”

Moved by Councillor Brown.  Seconded by Councillor M Paterson.

The Council agreed to support the motion.

Action:  Dave Jones, Director of Services to People

CC.55
QUESTION TO THE PROVOST

There was submitted a question to the Provost, a copy of which had been circulated previously to each Member.

Question from Councillor Keith Brown

Q. Does the Provost agree with me that we should congratulate the local 


community and all those involved in the Devonvale Hall in Tillicoultry for 
their success in keeping the Hall open and a viable asset in the community?

A.
The Provost agreed that he would like to congratulate the local 


community and all those involved in the Devonvale Hall in Tillicoultry for 
their success in keeping the Hall open and a viable asset in the community and 
would also like offer his congratulations to the community and all those 
involved in the Clackmannan Town hall for the same reasons.  The Provost 
indicated that he would write to both Hall committees offering the Council’s 
congratulations. 


Supplementary Question from Councillor Brown

SQ1.

Could the Provost look into the issue of sub-standard tables provided for use 
in the Devonvale Hall?

A.
The Provost advised that he will investigate the issue and respond to 
Councillor Brown.



