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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. This report advises Council of the development of a Clackmannanshire Fuel Poverty Strategy, which aims to tackle fuel poverty in the area so that all residents can afford to properly heat their homes by 2016. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Council: -

2.1. Approves the Clackmannanshire Fuel Poverty Strategy and the Action Plan contained therein for implementation.

2.2. Nominate an elected member to champion the eradication of fuel poverty to demonstrate the Council’s commitment to energy efficiency and the aims of the Fuel Poverty Strategy. 

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 places a statutory duty on local authorities to lead in the assessment of housing needs and conditions through the Local Housing Strategy. The Act makes explicit reference to fuel poverty and requires local authorities to set out measures and actions to eradicate fuel poverty by 2016, as far as is reasonably practicable.

3.2. Clackmannanshire Council has already made progress towards this by achieving a reduction of energy consumption of 16.06% between April 1997 and March 2005 through measures implemented through the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) action plan. This will be superseded by the Clackmannanshire Fuel Poverty Strategy.

3.3. Objective 3 of the Local Housing Strategy is to reduce fuel poverty by a third of its 2002 level by 2009. Within this, Action 3E includes the preparation of a Fuel Poverty Strategy. 

3.4. A fuel poverty conference was held in March 2006 to raise awareness of fuel poverty and to provide a wide range of agencies and organisations with an opportunity to contribute to the Fuel Poverty Strategy, through action planning workshops. Following this event a draft Fuel Poverty Strategy was produced. The strategy clear explains that fuel poverty is when a household is unable to heat their home to a comfortable level, at a reasonable cost. This is caused by a combination of factors, the major three being: low household income, low energy efficiency, high fuel costs.

3.5. The draft Fuel Poverty Strategy was consulted on through publication on Clacksweb and circulation to conference participants, Council officers and external agencies. Minor changes were made to the draft following comments received.

3.6. The strategy’s overall objective is:

· To eradicate, as far as is reasonably practicable, fuel poverty in Clackmannanshire by 2016 and ensure all residents can obtain affordable warmth

3.7. The strategy shares objectives with the Local Housing Strategy and the HECA (Home Energy Conservation Act) action plan, and is complementary to the Standard Delivery Plan. Specific aims highlighted in the Action Plan include:

· Improve quality of housing stock

· Reduction of energy costs

· Promote quality advice

· Investigate renewable energy sources and alternative technologies

· Implementation of the fuel poverty strategy

3.8. It will be important to ensure that progress with implementation is made. Partnership working and continued awareness raising will be crucial to the success of the strategy and will involve close liaison with energy groups and companies. Several key tasks which are crucial to progress were identified at the conference. These have been incorporated into the Action Plan and include: -

· Developing a preferred supplier scheme, where the Council (and possibly Housing Associations) enters into a contract with a utility company to supply fuel, with tenants retaining their personal choice of providers. 

· Training on energy awareness and income maximisation.

· Recruitment of a short term contracted fuel poverty officer, with funding from external sources, to drive forward the implementation of the strategy.

· Identifying an elected member to become an energy champion.

3.9. Initially, responsibility for the strategy will rest with the existing LHS Core Group, but this will be reviewed after the first year as the strategy is rolled out.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

4.1. The Fuel Poverty Strategy has been developed in consultation with local partners. It demonstrates linkages to the objectives of the Local Housing Strategy and it has achievable aims that target the causes of fuel poverty in Clackmannanshire. This will make a real difference to the lives of many of our residents.   

5.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL

5.1. Financial implications:
The costs of implementing the strategy are contained within existing resources or from external grant funding sources.

5.2. Staff implications:
A short term contracted fuel poverty officer to implement the Strategy will be funded externally.

5.3. Strategic aims:

	Create strong, active, safe and caring communities
	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (

	Achieve local economic prosperity and stability
	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (

	Make the most of Clackmannanshire's unique built and natural environment


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Develop a culture of personal achievement where everyone is valued


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Improve the health of the people of Clackmannanshire
	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (

	Represent and promote the interests of all of the people of Clackmannanshire


	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (

	Ensure that the people of Clackmannanshire receive the highest quality services for the public pound
	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
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