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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. This report contains recommended planned capacities for entry to S1 in all Clackmannanshire Council’s secondary schools. 

1.2. Where the total number of pupils applying to attend a secondary school in S1, either by transfer from an associated primary school or by placing request, exceeds the planned S1 capacity, priority will be given to those from the associated primary schools, with any surplus places being allocated to those who have made placing requests on the basis of the Council’s criteria for this, up to the planned S1 capacity.

1.3. The report also proposes changes to the Council’s Scheme of Admissions to School, in respect of placing requests for S1.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. It is recommended that Council approves these amendments to its Scheme of Admission to School, effective from August 2007.

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. Pupil admissions into secondary schools are critical at the S1 stage. It is helpful for schools to be advised of the maximum number of pupils that can be accommodated at this stage. Where the planned capacity is in excess of the known pupil transfer from associated primary schools, then placing requests can be granted up to the maximum pupil capacity.

3.2. It is normal to plan the entry into S1 based on a pupil total whereby neither a class size of 33 pupils or practical section size of 20 pupils will be exceeded. From August 2007, class sizes in S1 in English and Mathematics will be restricted to 20 pupils.

3.3. With the plans for the redevelopment of the Council’s three secondary schools well underway and the total capacity of each school determined by these plans, it is important to manage more closely the respective rolls to ensure that pupils from the Council’s primary schools can be adequately accommodated in their associated secondary school.

3.4. In previous years i.e. pre 2006, there has been a fairly significant number of placing requests for Alva Academy, with fewer for Alloa Academy and for Lornshill Academy. This year 2006, the total number of placing requests has dropped considerably.

3.5. The Council’s existing Scheme of Admissions to School allows parents of pupils transferring from primary to secondary education to send their child to either the secondary school associated with the primary school serving their home address or, if the child has undertaken his / her primary education at a non-catchment primary school as the result of a successful placing request, to send their child to the secondary school associated with that primary school.

For example, if a parent residing in Woodlea, Sauchie, which is in the catchment area of Craigbank PS (associated secondary school, Lornshill Academy) makes a successful placing request at the start of, or during, the child’s primary education, to Sunnyside PS (associated secondary school, Alloa Academy), at the end of primary education, the parent would have the choice of sending the child to either Lornshill Academy or Alloa Academy, without need for a further placing request.

3.6. This report proposes an amendment to this such that if, at the end of primary education, a parent wishes to send his / her child to a secondary school other than that which is associated with the primary school serving the area in which the family resides, then the parent will be required to make a placing request.

In the example above, if the parent wished to send his / her child to Alloa Academy, s/he would be required to make a placing request.

3.7. The proposed S1 planned capacity is:

	Secondary school
	Available capacity at S1

	Alva Academy
	210

	Alloa Academy
	180

	Lornshill Academy
	210


4.0 CONCLUSIONS

4.1. With the redevelopment of the secondary school estate, Clackmannanshire Council needs to manage the roll in secondary schools to ensure that pupils from associated primary schools can be properly accommodated. To do this, the S1 planned capacity, determining the maximum size of the S1 year group, must be set.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL

5.1. Financial implications:
None

5.2. Staff implications:
None

5.3. Strategic aims:

	Create strong, active, safe and caring communities
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Achieve local economic prosperity and stability
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Make the most of Clackmannanshire's unique built and natural environment


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Develop a culture of personal achievement where everyone is valued


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Improve the health of the people of Clackmannanshire
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Represent and promote the interests of all of the people of Clackmannanshire


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Ensure that the people of Clackmannanshire receive the highest quality services for the public pound
	 MACROBUTTON UncheckIt (
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