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1.0 SUMMARY

1.1. At the Regulatory Committee of August 31st officers were asked to bring a report to Council with an action plan for: 
· consulting with members of the public 

· making representations to Ministers, MSPs, MPs, and prospective MSPs/MPs

· liaising with Fife and Falkirk Councils  

This report outlines the suggested approach.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. That councillors support the ambitions of this campaign to see the new Upper Forth Crossing named after Clackmannanshire or one its towns or villages.

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1. Councillors at the August 31st Regulatory Committee agreed that there was a case for naming the new Upper Forth Crossing the Clackmannanshire Bridge.

3.2. The Bridge is due for completion and as yet has no formal name, instead being known as the Upper Forth Crossing.

3.3. Since that meeting officers have worked on proposals for a community consultation and communications plan to encourage wider public support for the Council’s belief that this landmark construction should be named after Clackmannanshire.
3.4. Our early claims on the bridge were founded on our favouring route A of the three routes originally proposed. With that route the bridge would very definitely have been within Clackmannanshire’s boundary.

3.5. However, there is no dispute that the first exit point on leaving the bridge at its North side is Clackmananshire (Gartarry roundabout.)  
3.6. Primary destination
3.7. Perhaps a more important longer term issue is appropriate signage on the motorway leading on to the bridge from the Falkirk side. It is important that Alloa is featured on these signs. Only towns designated as Primary Destinations are listed on motorway signs and it is not clear if Alloa or indeed any Clackmannanshire town has this classification. The Roads Team within Development and Environmental Services is looking into this issue.

If the name Clackmannanshire Bridge was featured on motorway signs it would fix the county’s location, in the heart of Scotland, in the minds of drivers.

3.8. Winning Support for the Name
3.9. It is important that we act now or else face the same fate as the new Clyde Arc bridge in Glasgow which is popularly known as the Squinty Bridge as it crosses the river at a diagonal. If we do not help decide a name quickly then someone will do it for us.
3.10. A consultation and communications plan has been drafted which includes plans for:

· a poll on clacksweb, the councils website

· media campaigning

· marketing materials aimed at schools, businesses and the community. There is a £2,000 cost which has not been budgeted for.

· lobbying of Ministers and decision makers (a letter has already been hand delivered to Transport Minister Tavish Scott)

3.11. Feedback from officers involved in establishing the Clacks 1000 is that using it to poll feelings on a name for the bridge would be against its original purpose. It’s role is to gather data and perceptions over time and to establish benchmarks on policies and services. 

3.12. The web poll on clacksweb will give us the same result without affecting the integrity of the Clacks 1000.

3.13. Liaison with neighbouring councils will require a delicate touch. No one wants the naming of the bridge to become overshadowed by disagreement over boundaries. The Chief Executive and politicians have a role to play in talking with their opposite numbers in Falkirk and Fife to encourage support for Clackmannanshire.

3.14. Finally, it would make sense to have a fall back position. There is no precedent for a bridge being named after a county. Almost all bridges are named either after the river they cross (Tay, Forth, Severn, Humber, Taymar, Dornoch) or the towns they connect - Craigellachie (Moray), Kincardine (Fife), Erskine (Clyde), Kessock (Black Isle), Clifton (Bristol), Connel (Oban), Friarton (Perth.) 

3.15. We may have a stronger case for the bridge being named Clackmannan or Kennet Bridge and it is our intention to include these names as options within the poll on clacksweb.

CONCLUSIONS

3.16. Clackmannanshire now has the fastest rate of housing growth in Scotland and the second highest rate of population growth, all encouraging signs of the area’s rebirth.

3.17. Naming the new bridge after our small county would go a long way towards recognising nationally Clackmannanshire’s place within Scotland.

4.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL

4.1. Financial implications: Marketing costs are £2,000


4.2. Staff implications: none



4.3. Strategic aims:

	Create strong, active, safe and caring communities
	x

	Achieve local economic prosperity and stability
	x

	Make the most of Clackmannanshire's unique built and natural environment


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Develop a culture of personal achievement where everyone is valued


	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Improve the health of the people of Clackmannanshire
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (

	Represent and promote the interests of all of the people of Clackmannanshire


	x

	Ensure that the people of Clackmannanshire receive the highest quality services for the public pound
	 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (
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