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CHILDREN EDUCATED AT HOME: INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

1. Who is responsible for providing school-age education?

1.1. Under law, parents bear responsibility to provide for the efficient education of their children.  To fulfil this responsibility, the majority of parents turn to the education service provided by local schools and supported by the local authority.  This service is framed within national and local guidelines on best practice across the curriculum and it is subject to quality assurance at local and national level.

1.2. Under law, the local authority has an obligation to provide a service that is appropriate to the age, ability and aptitude of each child.  Schools seek to build systematically on each child’s learning and to take into account his or her experiences at home and in the community.   This means that schools and the local authority remain keen to work in partnership with parents.  

1.3. Under law, children and young people have the right to freely express an opinion in all matters affecting them and to have that opinion taken into account.  This means that parents and schools must listen to and not dismiss the feelings and views of children and young people. 

1.4. Clackmannanshire Council recognises that children learn from all of their experiences.  They build knowledge and skills and develop attitudes and values through experiences at home and in the community as well as in school. The council recognises that parents are primary and continuing educators of their children and it is committed to working in partnership with them.

2. Home Education

2.1. Clackmannanshire Council respects the fact that some parents choose to educate their child or children at home.  Parents make this choice for a variety of reasons.  Occasionally, it may be caused by dissatisfaction with their child’s experience at school.  More usually it reflects parents’ belief that there are intrinsic benefits in providing education at home.

2.2. There is an increasing amount of support available to parents who choose to home educate.  This includes organisations devoted specifically to the networking of parents (and children) involved in home education.  Support for learning and teaching can be accessed directly through the internet which can also offer a forum for mutual support and communication between home educating families.

2.3. Home educated children and their families are part of the local community, operating socially and economically and often using community facilities. The children may have well-established networks of local friends based around, for example, the church, clubs or out of school classes as well as through the family.

2.4. When parents embark upon home education the local authority remains concerned to ensure that provision is appropriate to each child’s age, ability and aptitude.  It must also be convinced that the views of the child are being taken into account.  Local authority partnership with parents remains as important for home educated children as for those at school.

3. Principles underpinning the authority’s response to home education

3.1. Each family that chooses home education brings a different range of resources (both human and otherwise) to support their children’s learning. What they are likely to have in common is the desire for children to learn and grow in a supportive and stimulating environment and to become confident and responsible young adults.

3.2. Some parents may find the national 5-14 framework for the curriculum and the associated guidance documents particularly helpful.  Some may employ tutors to help their children acquire specific knowledge and skills.  Others may have located and adopted an alternative curriculum.   Others may opt to make more informal provision that aims to be responsive to the environment and to the emerging and developing interests of their children. 

3.3. All home educating parents must ensure that they listen regularly to the experiences and opinions of their children and take these opinions into account when taking any steps that affect them.

3.4. For the local authority, it is important to recognise that ‘appropriate’ education will reflect the diversity of approaches and interests of home educators.  In determining what it believes to be ‘appropriate’ the authority will apply a set of principles rather than holding to a rigid and singular set of expectations. This allows a flexibility which can be sensitive to individual circumstances and which aims to keep relationships with parents open and productive. 

3.5. Thus, the authority regards effective home education being delivered through provision which reflects the following principles:

· is observable and systematic

· ensures progression in learning

· ensures the development of core skills

· is attentive to personal and social development

· ensures a broad range of learning experiences

· is responsive to the interests of the learner

· includes opportunities for active learning

· includes opportunities to establish peer group friendships

3.6. With regard to its own role regarding the support and monitoring of home education provision, the authority:

· is committed to working in partnership with parents

· will make regular visits to discuss planning and progress

· will listen to and take into account the views of children and young people

· will provide information about the curriculum

· will support parents’ and young people’s access to resources

· will support parents in assessing children’s progress

· will consider withholding or withdrawing consent to home education in circumstances where the above principles do not obtain
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