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(note - figures run one year behind and are verified at the annual Service audit)


ADMINISTRATION AND LEGAL SERVICES

Registration Service

Annual Statistical Review – 2007.

Responsibility for the proper recording of all details relating to the registration of key life events in Clackmannanshire lies with the Registrars based at Marshill House, Alloa.  As part of Administration & Legal Services, staff work in partnership with the Registrar General for Scotland to ensure a consistent and professional service is delivered.  

2007 has been a year of change both within the Registration Service, and following the elections in May, the Council more generally.  Against that background, it is helpful to present some general and interesting statistical details on registration activity and performance in a way that promotes a more general understanding and interest in this key statutory service.

Over the last twelve months the Service has coped with the impact of those parts of the LEARS Act (Local Election Administration & Registration Services (Scotland) Act 2006) which have come into effect.  One of the key changes has been the relaxation of  the restrictions on where a life event can be registered – it is now possible for those requiring to register a birth or death to attend at any Registration office in Scotland in order to complete their business.

Overall, this change has not had any dramatic effect on registration figures – yet.

For the last seven years, Clackmannanshire has been within the top 10 performing Councils delivering Registration Services.  The figures run 12 months behind (ie we have the performance details now for 2006) but  Registrar General has again commended the staff, and the Council, for yet again being the highest rated area in Scotland for the delivery of accurate registration services.  

Statistical Summary for Clackmannanshire Registrations  2007

· Births – Popular Names  
Boys - Clackmannanshire parents rated Logan as the top name this year, followed by Lewis (Lewis was the most popular name in the whole of Scotland over the year).
Girls - for girls, Brooke was the favourite in 2007, closely followed by Emma, Leah & Madison. 

· Marriages

· The number of marriages in Clackmannanshire in 2007 was 179 one more than last year.   

· Civil marriages accounted for 96 (53.6%) of the 179 weddings in the area.   Of these, Registrars conducted 56 weddings in external venues, and 40 in our own marriage suite in Alloa.   

· It is interesting to note the changing preference of couples – since 2000, the civil marriage rate has risen from 37.3% of all marriages to 53.9%  (53.6%)in 2007.  

· Clackmannanshire has 7 local business establishments authorised to host civil marriages.   The increasing number of external civil marriages is making a significant contribution to the economic growth of Clackmannanshire as commercial organisations share in the success of the Registration Service.
· Deaths

·  Death registrations have remained almost the same as last year up only slightly to 499   On average, local women still live longer (78 years as compared to 71 years for men).  

· Performance
· Register entry accuracy remains consistently high, and has once more recorded the highest rate in Scotland with another 99% score.  This achievement has been recognised by the Registrar General for Scotland.  

Statistical note:    The figures stated for 2006 & 2007 are for events which have been registered in the Clackmannanshire Registration Office.   The figures do not include events affecting Clackmannanshire residents that have been registered elsewhere (eg, births occurring in Stirling’s maternity unit and subsequently registered in Stirling).  Statistical information released by the Registrar General for Scotland may therefore differ.

Detailed Registration Statistics for Clackmannanshire - 2007
Births

The birth rate in the County continues to rise.  This contrasts with the situation nationally where birth figures are declining.   Boys still outnumber girls.

Clackmannanshire Births Registered
2006


2007



Total Registrations:

435


539



Boys:


240 (55.2%)

275 (51.0%) 

Girls:


195 (44.8%)

264  (49.0%)                                                 

Most Popular Children’s Names in Clackmannanshire – 2007

Clackmannanshire parents continue to choose from a wide range of names for their newest family members - especially for girls.  

Most popular boys’ names in Clackmannanshire




2006



2007



	Most popular  
	Lewis
	Logan 

	2nd Most popular =
	Cameron
	Lewis

	3rd Most popular =
	 Jack and Liam
	Adam, Cameron & Ryan





Most popular girls’ names in Clackmannanshire




  2006


2007








      

	Most popular =


	Sophie & Katie
	Brooke 

	2nd Most popular 
	Amy (or Aimee)


 Caitlin
	Emma, Leah and Madison 

	3rd Most popular 
	Emily 
	Amy, Chloe, Lucy, Olivia, Skye 


· The number of births registered rose significantly last year -  up by 24%.  Earlier in the year, the Registrar General was predicting that 2007 would see the highest number of births in Scotland for 10 years.   It is not yet clear whether the local increase is a direct effect of the change in the law allowing registrations to be conducted in any office in Scotland, or whether there are indeed more Clackmannanshire families increasing in size.

· Again, more boys than girls were registered, but the gap is closing.  .  

· Multiple Births - Clackmannanshire welcomed 8 sets of twins last year. (3 sets of twins were boy/girl, 4 sets were both boys, with the other 1 set being both girls).  

· Against the trend over the last few years, the proportion of births registered to married parents is rising (up 3.5% to 46.3% ) 
· Working in partnership with Health Visitors, Registrars supply information to expectant mothers to assist the registering of their baby.  This initiative has worked well and is being copied in other areas.  Staff now also offer child ‘naming’ ceremonies to provide a focus for families to celebrate the safe arrival of the new family member.      
Marriages

Couples are increasingly favouring civil marriage ceremonies over church/religious weddings. Civil marriages in the County accounted for  53.9% of the total.  Interestingly, after changes in the law that extended the authority to confirm marriages, there was one Pagan wedding ceremony last year.   Humanists officiated at 10 weddings. 

Marriages Details for Clackmannanshire – 2007




2006




2007



Total marriages

178 
 



179 








Religious Marriage:
78  (43.8%)


  
72 
(40.2%) 


Civil Marriage:

 92 (51.7%)



96  
(53.6%) 
Humanist Marriage:
  8 (4.5%)



10           (5.6%) 

Pagan


N/A




  1            (0.6%) 
· Of the 96 civil marriages, 56 took place in a hotel or other approved establishment in Clackmannanshire.  Most civil marriages took place on a Saturday (48), and one ceremony was delivered on a Sunday.  Overall, this reflects the willingness of the Service to accommodate the preferences of couples.   

· Nationally, a marriage lasts on average 15 years.  This average is increasing – it was 9 years back in 1981.

· In 61 ceremonies (34% of all the marriages in Clackmannanshire), at least one of the consenting partners had been married before.  Second marriages are becoming increasingly common.

· For those getting married for the first time, the average age has remained static for a number of years.  For Brides it was 28 years, with Grooms averaging 30 years. 
· For those embarking on married life for the second or subsequent time, the average age has increased slightly from last year with Brides averaging 45, and Grooms 48.  

· The Council’s Registrars primarily serve local people, but during the last year they welcomed individuals from a wide range of countries to celebrate their marriage in Clackmannanshire.  Countries represented include:
	Australia,
	Brazil,
	Canada,

	Germany, 
	Indonesia,
	Northern & Southern Ireland,

	Israel,
	Poland,
	Switzerland,

	United States of America,
	Wales,
	Zimbabwe

	
	
	


The attractiveness of the County and the popularity of the service options on offer are clearly contributing to the economy of Clackmannanshire – the ‘tourist spend’ will increase as visitors make use of the hotel and other services available. 

Civil Partnerships

In 2006, the first full year of Civil Partnership Registration for same sex couples, local Registrars conducted 4 ceremonies in Alloa.  In 2007, there were none.

This reflects the situation across Scotland where, following the change in the law to recognise same sex partnerships, there was an initial peak in activity as long established relationships were formalised. Over the next few years it is expected that that there will be low numbers of civil partnership ceremonies.

Citizenship Ceremonies

Those aspiring to British citizenship must now satisfy the Home Office on a number of set criteria.  Once over the initial hurdles, the final step in the process is to attend a local ceremony conducted by local Registrars on behalf of the Home Office.  Only after this ceremony may individuals gain a British passport, and the rights and obligations that go with it.

During 2007, we delivered ceremonies for, and confirmed 25 new British citizens in Clackmannanshire.  This compares with a total of 11 in 2006
Their place of origin included:

Canada, Mexico, -  Moldova,  Pakistan, Poland, Philippines, South Africa, Turkey  United States of America, Venezuela

All were welcomed into the Clackmannanshire Community.

Deaths

The number of deaths recorded in 2007 in Clackmannanshire is almost the same as in 2006 (and the average has been 494 over the last six years).  

The average age on death was 71 for men, and 78 for women.  

Clackmannanshire registration of deaths  -





2006



2007



Total deaths registered:

495 



499



Male:

                          246 (49.8%)


268 (53.7%)
Female:

             249 (50.2%) 


231 (46.3%)

· Deaths due to road traffic accidents dropped back from the 2006 high of 5, to one in 2007. 

            ………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Report compiled by:

 Irene Johnston (Registrar) & Rod Richardson (Principal Admin. Officer.)


Contact point for further information: 


Rod Richardson, Administration & Legal Services, Clackmannanshire Council.          


Tel - 01259 452103     e-mail:  rrichardson@clacks.gov.uk
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